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Fuzz
The first stomp box ever invented 
was a fuzz tone. The opening riff 
of “Satisfaction” by The Rolling 
Stones is a great example of fuzz. 
This buzzing, horn-like distortion 
cuts through the mix effortlessly. 
Fuzz is extremely radical and sounds 
somewhat strident. Think punk rock 
and psychedelia.

PEDALS, PROCESSORS, AND WHAT THEY DO

Distortion
Distortion emulates the sound of an 
overdriven tube amp. Think heavy 
metal and hard rock. Tom Scholz’s 
tones on all of the Boston albums 
come to mind. Distortion sounds 
smoother and more musical than 
fuzz, but it still offers good sustain 
and enhanced harmonics.

Track 17

Track 18

CHAPTER 
4

Level controls volume.

Fuzz controls amount 
of fuzz.

Tone controls balance 
between bass and treble.

•

•

•

Level controls volume.

Tone controls balance 
between bass and treble.

Distortion, or drive, 
controls amount of 
distortion.

•

•

•

SPECIAL
NOTE

To see the riffs that were used on the CD 
to test the gear in this chapter, see pages 
32 and 33.
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The Joe Satriani Sound
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Joe Satriani has been the champion of extreme instrumental guitar playing for over a 
decade now. Without compromising his vision, he has miraculously maintained 
solid success in this difficult market, never bowing to trends. 

Satriani’s incredible signature tone is a big part of his exhilarating musical 
persona. His fat, sustaining sound, with a slight vocal inflection on the attack 
of each note, is the product of lots of gear and much tweaking. His signature 
sound came into full bloom around the “Surfing With the Alien” period. 
Though Joe always sounds like himself, his tone has seen a lot of changes from 
song to song and album to album.

“Satch” uses D’Addario .09-.042 strings. He consistently uses Ibanez JS (Joe 
Satriani) model guitars and Marshall amps and cabinets, but the rest of his 
gear remains in a state of flux. He has been downsizing his rig for a number 
of years now. Below is a block diagram of his live/studio rig during the G-3 
tour (circa 1997).

Joe’s previous rigs have made use of the Eventide H-3000 Harmonizer, 
Chandler Tube driver, Rockman Sustainer, Wells amps, and many other 
units in various combinations. Since putting together such a rig would be 
impossible for most of us, we’ll be looking at a more user-friendly alternative 
to copy his sound. 

Try this riff in the style of Joe Satriani to test the setup on the next page.
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