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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Frankly Speaking is an original composition and was commissioned by the Pinellas County, Flori
collaboration with the Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz Association to honor Frank T. Williams Ill, mas
colleague, and great friend.

This composition begins and ends with gospel overtones while the main groove is a funky feel.

The rhythm section is the backbone of this chart. Make certain that the section is ti
accurate accents and a cohesive section that feels the pulse together. Practice as a
a rhythmical interplay between the bass and drums. The drums do not imitate the
comfortable groove for the bassist to play over, but be careful the drums do
optional thumb-slapping groove and the bassist should strive to create a strong r
guitar part has a repeating funky groove comp that should align with t
piano can rehearse the comping groove together. The guitarwt look
is the funky groove.

By tight, | mean pre ime,
to play as a section. re is

instead, the @s setupa
s line. m ine has an

groove drummer. The
omping flgur(_’ ed, the guitar and

ult than % ost important thing
tions and p ams are extremely important

ith the h ctions entering at different times.

For the horns, the intonation on unison licks as well as th
and must be consistent. At measure 52, this section is playe
The backgrounds should not overpower the soloist y ison saxophone section soli at 64. To
master the note lines and rhythmic complexity, | suggest y o practice individually with emphasis on
the harmonic backgrounds so that the player comfortable wi issonances. The chart continues to build until
measure 95 when the musical story ends. 6@

—Victor Lopez

Victor
Lopez

Victor Lépez is a highly acclaimed
educator, composer, arranger, and
adjudicator. He holds music degrees
from the University of Florida and
Florida International University, with
an Ed.D. in Educational Administration
and Supervision. He has served
as director of bands at the middle
and senior high school levels and
as an administrator in the Miami-
Dade County Public Schools. He
has recorded and performed with
various artists and has appeared
in numerous music videos. He has
over 450 compositions/arrangements
published as an exclusive composer,
arranger and clinician for Alfred Music
Publishing Co.
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