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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This gorgeous Ellington composition is a ballad feature for alto 1. | suggest that the director and the band take a
to listen to the demo recording (from alfred.com) of this chart so all are aware of how to approach the music wj
interpretation. A key element is to allow the nuances and textural coloring to be heard such as various bra
dynamics, independent moving lines, brief double time measures, articulation and so on.

The chart begins with low brass and rhythm stating excerpts from the bridge. Maintain an easy and relaxed fee
and caution the players to listen closely for intonation—play as one. In measure 14, the alto soloist c
resolve and then proceed to play the pick-up into the melody in 15, accompanied by the piano only.
rubato, but not too slow. In measure 22, a fermata is followed by the saxes, trumpet 3 an
the 2nd A section in tempo. Listen and play as one.

Although marked at 60 BPM, the tempo can be up to 69 BPM which will make it easie n a ballad gr@ Everyone
should be playing yf, blending and listening to each other for a unified sound top accents r measure
73—think “daht.” (@

R S
we're back to the

At measure 31 the chart moves to a double time tempo, but still rela

ballad tempo. Each time the chart returns to the ballad tem‘make Qmedlately to the ballad
tempo. Try to avoid rushing the more complex figures which wi d’ maintai d feel. The backgrounds
should stay dynamically under the soloist.

For the rhythm section, as the chart moves from ballad to do ime, rghelp set-up these tempo changes,
always look ahead and be aware of significant horn [ he guitar many rhythmic figures well-notated;
IIad temp l@t smooth, in tune, and lyrical. There are a few

however, the piano player should comp with di onflict with the'various background figures.
At measure 89, the ensemble states the mel
double time figures to catch as well, r( i sure 98 should be off on beat 1 for a clean release.

Speaking of releases, always make su h section or the e observes accurate releases, it makes any band sound
more mature and professi

Please enjoy!

—Mike Crotty

Mike Crotty is a graduate of the
Berklee College of Music. For 26
years he served as composer/
arranger for the Airmen of Note,
the premiere jazz ensemble of the
U.S. Air Force. He was a member
of the jazz faculty at Arizona State
University from 2001-2008. He cur-
rently is a free-lance musician and
composer touring with various art-
ists throughout the U.S.
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