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ctor 1st Trombone
1st Eb Alto one 2nd Trombone
2nd &AIQXOphone 3rd Trombone
Tst Nr axophone Bass Trombone
2 nor Saxophone Guitar Chords
Bafitone Saxophone Guitar
%Trumpet Piano

2nd Bb Trumpet Bass
3rd Bb Trumpet Drums
4th B> Trumpet

Optional Alternate Parts
CFlute
Tuba
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 2nd Trombone)
3rd Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 3rd Trombone)



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Commissioned by jazz ensemble at Souhegan HS, Amherst, NH, and director Carl Benevides. I'm hopeful that this char
inspire your students to get off the “Couch” and get working on some big band Latin jazz!

and is a bit more technical with lines in the saxes and trumpets, some of which may | intimidating, but do t the
figures and melodic lines scare the players—they can do it! Rehearse at a slower gain confidence if needed.
Careful attention to the syncopation in the backgrounds is key. The main theme re a low brass@l. Balance
is very important in this section, make sure the melody, the secondary back d the p s are all in
perspective. Measures 57 and 59 offer a space for a tasty drum fill to set u n beat g

The solo section is based on a (concert) G Dorian minor chor explanation,fo orian is an F major
scale beginning on G. From that scale, have them first concent upings o%for example, G, B, and
C.Then move the cell around, maybe F, G, Bb, and so on. The ide i e or limit ote choices and concentrate
on rhythmic development. Although the section is design tenor 1 a et’2, feel free to open it up to
anyone. Always encourage improvisation. Make sure the ba e dyn 'c%ﬁder the soloists.

The bridge returns after the solo section. To get the most rmonized saxiline, direct the 2nd alto and tenors to play
moves back to the main theme and the single
note piano line figure, have the drummer pic = jntensity especially ifi the 4 bars preceding the modulation at 127.
From this point out, precision is key wit i d lines, rk them slowly at first. The subito mezzo piano at

measure 143 is very effective if every i C t. Coming out of that, make sure to count measures
147-150 as there are syncop ine. Spend some quality time on these few measures. The

ending should be under
g —~Craig Skeffington

Enjoy!

Craig
Skeffington

Craig Skeffington has been an active
New England composer for the past
2 decades with commissions for jazz,
marching and wind band. A high
school band director of 15 years, Craig
was the 2003 MMEA Teacher of the
Year and is currently on the faculty
of the University of Southern Maine.
Craig has performed professionally
with Barry Manilow, Natalie Cole, and
toured with the Artie Shaw Orchestra.
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Carl Benevides, Director

MY FRIEND THE COUCH

Whritten for the Souhegan High School Jazz Ensemble - Amherst, NH

PLAY SINGLE NOTE LINE WITH £ FINGERs, LH - 1
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