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0 2nd Bb Trumpet Drums
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This chart is written with a straight-eighth note Latin feel for the intro through measure 98 and again at measure 142 to the end. At
the chart kicks into a swing feel with a walking bass through to measure 141 which includes the saxophone solo before returning t
the Latin feel. | suggest the bass player dig in aggressively on the walking bass line at measure 99 to clearly establish the swing groove.
The drummer can anticipate these transitions by a few beats of set-up in the new feel. The Latin groove is similar to a samb
two-feel, so try to maintain the flowing bounce of the two-feel but avoid letting the chart lay-back—focus on energy and
motion throughout. Speaking of energy and focus, the rhythm section will really have to stay motivated to maintain the spa cha
requires. | suggest the entire band listen to the demo recording available to listen/download at alfred.com.

At measures 9 and 10, make sure the ensemble plays the indicated dynamic decrescendo and most impo
through the decrescendo. This dynamic occurs a few times in the chart.

Concerning articulation, the staccato indications are critical to this piece—to include the rhythm section. Tf
never clipped; always make sure the tonality is established. There are a few marcato or rooftop accents (A) in the
detached and accented—think “daht”

The melody features quarter note triplets throughout. It is very important that all triplet figures
possible. In measures 11, the melody triplets should be played even and flow with motion

layed as evenly and smegthly as
downbeat at 12. This melodic

line occurs throughout the chart so it is critical that it be played the same way each time. Th ction and a f ns begin a
descending triplet line at measure 26, maintain the energy flowing but avoid rushing. e occursa fe es later in
the chart. At measure 48, the melodic line played by saxes, trumpet 2, guitar and optio ould be soliﬁteady. This line
occurs again at 56 in the trumpet section with saxes playing (M!) a more compl

so the players can hear each other and to the rhythm section. Measures 64, 131

i eep the dynamics light
ature an ensem% ass) rhythm that can
easily bog down the tempo. Even though the figure is indicated £ org=s, Mmake

ifne is accura% y back!
ed befom ading and rehearsing.

uarter notegtri contrasting with the quarter
o and then g them together which will help

(2) The next example occurs throughout the piece as i icengine over which the tenor soloist plays at measure75.
This is more challenging than it looks because clear rhythmic p@listen closely to the drummer’s hi-hat for time

There are two potentially tricky rhythmic motives in the piece which |

(1) The first example pits a 3-against-2 rhythm in measures 44
notes and half note. | suggest rehearsing each line separately
the players understand how the two lines mesh.

and catch the hits in 79 and 80. This sustaine tion figure will later at 142 and continue into 150 over which
complex ensemble lines are played. Th ill need a golidrhythm foundation to play their lines. | suggest the
rhythm section work on these sustai inas ti el.

a suggestion of what the soloist might play over the chord
changes. Because this sectiofl is re oist will need to invent something for the other two passes. | suggest
pentatonic scales, based g the repeated pass at measure 99 as well.

There is an optional soprano
part will offer a nice color to the
was performed by both the USAF A

one part included d if instrumentation allows in lieu of the alto 1 part. The optional vibes
ble sound. | h u enjoy performing Armando’s Big Band. FY|, this piece in its original version

en of No'@ SAF Falconaires.
—Allen Wittig

v

Allen
Wittig
Allen Wittig is a professional

composer, arranger, music director
and saxophonist with thirty-five years

experience. He studied composition,
theory, saxophone and flute at the
University of Memphis, University of
Akron and Kent State University prior
to joining the USAF Band career field
as a staff arranger. He has written
hundreds of arrangements for various
ensembles including jazz, concert,
pop/rock ensembles, woodwind and
brass quintets and which have been
played throughout US and Europe.
Mr. Wittig holds a bachelor’s degree
in Humanities from the University
of Maryland.
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