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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

“Brother Mister” is a blues played in a funky-rock groove. This wonderful tune is composed by bassist Christian McBride
and he has recorded it with his band Inside Straight on their recording Kind of Brown and with his own big band on their
recording The Good Feeling (both on Mack Avenue Records). | have found that it is very beneficial for students
performances of a tune’s original recordings therefore | highly recommend playing Christian’s recording of the tu
students. You can also check out the demo track at alfred.com/download.

ryo

The opening horn kicks in measures 1 and 3 should be played uniformly with the roof top acce
“DAHT” syllable. Bass (and drums) lays down the funky bass line beginning at 5 with the guitar a

The melody is stated by the altos and trumpets 2/3/4 at measure 17. These instruments should b ced and
the players should strive for a nice blend. At 25, the tenors and trombones add harmonic support te t
baritone sax begins to double the bass line, make sure accents line up between all parts. Again, the players need

this section balanced and not over shadow the melody. The second melody chorus begi
the melody and the alto sax, tenor sax, and guitar parts adding counter melodies in

Measure 41 begins the first solo section and alto 1 should solo the first time and tru second tin@e written-
ugh the harr@n of this tune
le of chqi provising on

this tune (ex. Bmin7=B, C#, D, E, F# G, A, B). The backgrounds, which b , should complementbut not overpower

each soloist. ‘

on is Iom‘gd on (but not an exact

transcription of) Eric Reed’s piano solo from McBride’s Kin cording. Listen he McBride recording will
give the students insight into the attitude of this section an i Id be Iag have found it helpful to rehearse
passages like this with like parts separate. In this insta nes and bari sax. This not only helps

student master their parts quickly, but it's a wonderful ti gement to well. Uniform articulations between the
of the melody, ac:ompanlment, and bass line.
h the previeu o section, the backgrounds at 101 should not

overpower the soloist. The proverbial s ns at 413 imilar to the passage at 65, is based a motif from

the Eric Reed piano solo. The figures ticulated in the same manner as the intro with the accents
aligned. The drum solo at 1 as an ad lib sol ontinuing with the existing groove or a combination of
both. The final figure in inni the “and%of beat 4 in measure143, should be played accented but without

joy rehearsing

@aorming this tune.

—Mike Kamuf

muf

Mike Kamuf holds Bachelor of Music
degrees in both jazz performance and
music education from Youngstown State
University and a Master of Arts degree
in instrumental conducting from George
Mason University. Mike's compositions
and arrangements have been performed
by numerous jazz artists and ensembles
including the Woody Herman, Glenn Miller
and Tommy Dorsey Orchestras, the USAF
Airmen of Note, the USAF Notables, the
Navy Commodores, James Moody, Eddie
Daniels, Terell Stafford, Bill Watrous and
Nick Brignola. Mike has performed with
the Woody Herman and Tommy Dorsey
Orchestras and the Alan Baylock Jazz
Orchestra. He served as assistant principal
trumpet of the Youngstown Symphony
Orchestra from 1990-92. Currently,
Mike leads his own jazz octet in the
Washington D.C. area.

Mike is the director of instrumental music
and music department chairperson at John
T. Baker Middle School (Damascus, MD).
Under his direction, the groups consistently
receive high ratings at music festivals, have
commissioned four works for concert band
and have performed at MENC regional
conferences. Mike has been selected to
direct the Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS) Senior Honors Jazz Band,
the MCPS Junior Honors Concert Band.

Please visit Mike's website at:
www.mikekamuf.com
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