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Optional Alternate Parts
C Flute
Tuba
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)

Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone (Optional)
Eb Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone (Optional)
3rd Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums

Do Nothin’ Till You 
Hear from Me

Music by DUKE ELLINGTON  
 Lyrics by BOB RUSSELL 

Arranged by LISA DeSPAIN
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This arrangement of Do Nothin’ Till You Hear from Me is about ensemble playing. Every line (minus the trumpet solo) has 
been arranged in sections so the young player is supported while playing their part. I suggest rehearsing these ensemble 
phrases by singing.

Young players grappling with the mastery of their horns are often so focused on their instruments that they shut down 
their ears. Singing their lines helps them connect to the music without the distraction of their horn. Encourage the students 
by stating that this exercise isn’t only about notes and pitch. It’s about connecting the phrasing, rhythms, articulation,  
and groove—the swing feel. Sing the lines until the sections are phrasing together. Once a section masters singing their 
line, add another group singing their line. After every section is swinging and singing together, then add the rhythm and 
horns together.

I also encourage the rhythm section to spend time in a sectional singing. Since their parts are individual, their task is more 
complicated but very important to establishing the swing feel. Have them focus on connecting together on a strong down 
beat so their tempo is solid and then match each other on any syncopated hits on an upbeat. The phrase in measure 69-70 
is an example where they can practice this skill.

In measures 19, 35, and 67 you have the option of a fall in the brass. If this proves to difficult for the young players, change 
to a staccato.

Along with practicing, include time to listen to some of the great swing bands. To emulate the playing style of this chart, I 
suggest Fletcher Henderson, early Duke Ellington, Count Basie, and Benny Goodman.

Enjoy!

� —Lisa DeSpain

Lisa  
DeSpain
Lisa DeSpain is the recipient of 

numerous composition awards, 

including an Aaron Copland 

Fellowship and the ASCAP/IAJE 

Commission Honoring Duke 

Ellington. She studied jazz piano 

under Elaine Elias and Ellis Marsalis 

and jazz composition with Manny 

Album. Ms. DeSpain’s music 

hasbeen heralded by the New 

York Times as “intoxicating” and 

“intelligent and witty.”Pre
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1st�EÑ�Alto�Saxophone

2nd�EÑ�Alto�Saxophone

1st�BÑ�Tenor�Saxophone

2nd�BÑ�Tenor�Saxophone
(Optional)

EÑ�Baritone�Saxophone
(Optional)

1st�BÑ�Trumpet

2nd�BÑ�Trumpet

3rd�BÑ�Trumpet
(Optional)
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2nd�Trombone
(Optional)

3rd�Trombone
(Optional)
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(Optional)
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