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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This arrangement of Do Nothin’ Till You Hear from Me is about ensemble playing. Every line (min
been arranged in sections so the young player is supported while playing their part. | suggest re
phrases by singing.

Young players grappling with the mastery of their horns are often so focused on their instruments t
their ears. Singing their lines helps them connect to the music without the distraction of their horn. Enc
by stating that this exercise isn't only about notes and pitch. It's about connecting th
and groove—the swing feel. Sing the lines until the sections are phrasing togethe
line, add another group singing their line. After every section is swinging and singi
horns together.

| also encourage the rhythm section to spend time in a sectional singin
complicated but very important to establishing the swing fee ve th
beat so their tempo is solid and then match each other on any
is an example where they can practice this skill.

connectin

In measures 19, 35, and 67 you have the option of a fall in th o uIt for the yo

to a staccato.

ass. If this pro

Along with practicing, include time to listen to
suggest Fletcher Henderson, early Duke Ellin

the great swing

Basie, and Be oodman.

Enjoy!

er on a strong down

an upb t. phrase in measure 69-70

ung players, change

ds To emulate the playing style of this chart, |

—Lisa DeSpain

at they shut dc@
ourage thﬂen

rasing, rhythms, articulation,
ction mastersssinging their
, then add Qythm and

eir parts are in %%I their task is more

Lisa
DeSpain

Lisa DeSpain is the recipient of
numerous composition awards,
including an Aaron Copland
Fellowship and the ASCAP/IAJE
Commission  Honoring Duke
Ellington. She studied jazz piano
under Elaine Elias and Ellis Marsalis
and jazz composition with Manny
Album. Ms. DeSpain’s music
hasbeen heralded by the New
York Times as “intoxicating” and
“intelligent and witty.”
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