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Program Notes

Today is an intense, up-tempo piece in a power-rock style, similar to the Ramones,
the Foo Fighters. The spirit of the piece is the enthusiastic embracing of living i

gy of the ance grows
throughout the piece, and builds to a wall of sound with the orches ra pla; ed chords with
double stops. This piece celebrates the confident enthilisiasm and ‘joie de qmat we experience
when we gain independence, strive to seize the ive our lives %he lest.

<

e'third position in the first violin)
e your group with its energetic
ythms. The entire piece should be

Today is technically accessible, using @‘ :
and few accidentals. At the e ti 1S
tempo, independent voicing,

performed with a heavy p roc ind. Students should be taught to use
a lot of bow weight i tion, and to play as if they had a drum set
accompaniment behin s close to the indicated tempo as possible, and
keep a steady because allowing it to drag can create a flat and uninteresting performance.
Play all sync hms with st and clear staccato articulation. Be sure to bring out the

accents i ight
always groov

cing the m

companiment patterns, which run almost throughout the piece
marked with louder dynamics are generally the melody line in that
0 ith the accompaniment patterns so all can be heard will facilitate
hter and more ex G\N performance. Adding a drumset player to the piece would enhance the
rformance. The er can play a basic two-beat punk rock pattern (e.g., “Ballroom Blitz”
Sweet ass drum using the syncopated rhythms in the eighth note accompaniment
ents in the melodies to guide improvised fills.
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Robert Gardner
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