
PERFORMANCE NOTE

            John Farmer was a little-known composer in the Renaissance period
(1400-1600). Today we might call him a “one hit wonder,” in that “Fair
Phyllis” was really the only “popular” song he wrote, both in his time and
today. Little is known about Farmer. We know that he was born around
1570, but there is no documentation of his death. He was an organist in
Dublin and later resided in London. We also know that he wrote and published
“Fair Phyllis” in his First Set of English Madrigals in 1599 and was said
to be a contemporary of other madrigal composers, such as the famous
Thomas Morley.

          “Fair Phyllis” is a fun song (and should be sung that way!) about a
girl named Phyllis. In Greek mythology, Phyllis was a girl who turned into
an almond tree when she died. Although this song doesn’t refer to that
story, it does refer to Phyllis being courted by her suitor, Amyntas. This
arrangement has been written in G major, one full step up from the original
key of F major, to accommodate the richness of men’s voices. Try to
achieve the dynamic contrast throughout the piece and a dance-like feeling
in the triple meter section that begins in measure 32. Enjoy!
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