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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The chart has a shuffle feel which lends itself perfectly to a big band setting. Swing the eighth notes with a typical quarter/eighth not
triplet concept. Strive for a full ensemble sound, but be careful not to overpower the vocalist. The dynamics are carefully marked at each
section of the chart to provide the right instrumental support. The band can play out in measures 54-62 where the vocalist res
resume an accompaniment role when the vocalist re-enters. Carefully observe articulation markings and dynamics.

The Rhythm Section
The shuffle-style groove has the guitar and piano locked together with a simple quarter-note rhythm patter
chart. This groove is contrasted by the repeating bass line of the piano left hand, bass, bari sax, and low trom
momentum that drives the arrangement. Find the most comfortable tempo, but the marked tempo is = 124
groove. Listen to the demo available at alfred.com.

Guitar: Use an acoustic sound and “Freddie Green” style of strumming. Strum straight quarter notes while tryi Off (mute) th ‘
sound of the chord right after striking the strings. Strum from the elbow, giving a bright, swinging sound that propels th t

section forward. The guitarist’s quarter-note rhythm should perfectly mesh so that the guitar and ls@ss merge into one big s ote

the use of the rooftop accents over the chords to give a percussive feel. Continue this pattern wher rked simile. Lock that fe with

the piano. At measures 17 and 62, loosen it up to a fuller strum and go for a nice swingy fee nd with the band.

Piano: Play the right hand as written at the beginning and each time that pattern oc e guitar. é use of the
rooftop accents over the chords-play these accents detached and accented. Play with a s proach whenéattem changes,

as in measure 17, to create contrast. The left hand is unison with the bass nearly nto sac herand play together.
The left hand doubling the bass could be omitted with a strong bass player.

Bass (electric if possible): Play with punch, but always blend. The pia‘eft han is ith the ba@y throughout, so listen to
each other and play together. Try a smooth walking line at measure 17

Drums: Play the simple shuffle pattern as written with swing eighith notes careful atte@%amics. Play with a deliberate,

steady tempo.

The Horn Section

Direct the ensemble to observe dynamics and intonation through ecially during'tmisons. Strive for a full sound, being careful to Scott

not overpower the vocalist even though some fig arked £ as at mea 25 and again at 80. Horns are featured at the intro, RaQSda|e

and at measure 54, so play full in those sections. ( ticulations. Stacc@tes are short but not clipped; rooftop accents are

detached-think “daht” Scott Ragsdale is retired from the U.S.
6 Navy Band of Washington, D.C., where

Vocal Soloist
The vocal range for vocalists is
range is from low F below mi
first to become comforta
are written.

he served as chief arranger, composer,

o avoid ledger lines above or below the staff. The solo vocal L. ] .
and trombonist with the Navy’s premier

i elody should be studied carefully and practiced with the piano player )
ong requires the singer to stay fairly close to the rhythms as they jazz ensemble, the Commodores. He

L
Happy swinging! than 30 years. He studied music at

—Scott Ragsdale Southern lllinois University and the

V Berklee School of Music (MA).

é has also arranged for numerous bands
Q up and down the East Coast for more
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