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INSTRUMENTATION

Optional Alternate Parts
C Flute
Tuba
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)

Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone (Optional)
Eb Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone (Optional)
3rd Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Think is one of Aretha Franklin’s biggest hits, and was one of the featured songs in the hit movie The Blues Brothers. This 
R&B/soul classic is set in a moderately bright rock tempo. A rock style or R&B is not swing—the eighth notes are not swung, 
but rather even straight eighths. The staccatos are short but not too short—avoid clipping those notes. At measure 13, the 
tenuto articulation indicates those notes are player long but still articulated—think “doo, doo, doo” as a syllabic example. 
At measure 21, give the second eighth note with the accent a push with air to move it and give the line increasing energy. 
The rooftop accents in the coda are detached—think “daht.”

The solos for alto sax, tenor sax, trumpet, and trombone in the section at measure 29 are completely written out; however, 
simple chord symbols are included to encourage some improvisation. The last few measures of the solos are band tutti to 
lock the band in with a solid conclusion to a solo.

Your pianist may want to experiment with some simple comping using the chord changes provided; however, measures 1 
through 4 should be performed as written. The guitarist should comp the slash marks in the rhythm indicated. Comping 
means to accompany or compliment the ensemble. Always be aware of volume for the guitarist. The guitar comping feel 
should compliment the rock groove. The drum solo at 41 is in the rock style, but keep it simple.

I hope that you and your ensemble find Think to be a fun and worthwhile musical experience.

 —Mike Story

Mike  
Story
Mike Story has written extensively 
for junior high, high school, and 
college school groups as well as 
for professional groups includ-
ing the Houston Pops Orchestra. 
He is a solid and dynamic writ-
er with more than 750 compo-
sitions to his name. He holds 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in music education from the  
University of Houston (TX).
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1st�EÑ�Alto�Saxophone

2nd�EÑ�Alto�Saxophone

1st�BÑ�Tenor�Saxophone

2nd�BÑ�Tenor�Saxophone
(Optional)

EÑ�Baritone�Saxophone
(Optional)
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2nd�BÑ�Trumpet

3rd�BÑ�Trumpet
(Optional)
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(Optional)
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F

F

F
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∑

Ó Œ œa œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ Œ

∑

∑
œ œ œ Œ

∑

∑

’ ’ ’ ’

œœœ œœœ œœœ Œ

œ œ œ Œ
œ œ œ œ
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C G

Bb F

Bb F

Bb F

Solo�-�2nd�time�only

f

∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ Ôœ .œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Û Û Û Û Û

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ Œ

œ Œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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D

G

Bb F

Bb F
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f

∑

œ œ œ œ Œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ Œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Ó Œ ‰ Kœ

∑

∑

’ ’ ’ ’

œœœ œœœ œœœ Œ

œ œ œ Œ
œ œ œ œ
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Tbn.�1

Tbn.�2

Tbn.�3

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Flute ∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

Û Û Û Û Û

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ Œ

œ Œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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Bb F
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Ó Œ œ œ

∑

Ó Œ œ œ
∑

∑

œb œ œ œ œn Œ

∑

∑

œ œ œ œ Œ

∑

∑

’ ’ ’ ’

œœœ œœœ œœœ Œ

œ œ œ Œ
œ œ œ œ
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C G

Bb F

Bb F

Bb F

End�solo

End�solo

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ ‰ Kœ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

Û Û Û Û Û

Œ œœœ œœœ œœœ Œ

œ Œ œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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∑

∑
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∑

∑

∑
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∑
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œk œ> .˙
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œ- œ> .˙

’ ’ ’ ’

œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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F
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f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f
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’ ’ ’ ’
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38

¿ ¿ ¿œ ¿ ¿ ¿ ¿œ ¿œ œ œ œ

Ab

Ab

œ- œ> .˙

œ- œ> .˙

œ- œ> .˙

œ- œ> .˙

œk œ> .˙

œk œ> .˙

œ- œ> .˙

œk œ> .˙

œk œ> .˙
œ- œ> .˙

œ- œ> .˙

œ- œ> .˙
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Bb
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- .œ> œ̂ œb^ œ̂ œb^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ̂ œn ^ œ̂ œn ^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ̂ œn ^ œ̂ œn ^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ

^
œb
^
œ
^
œn
^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ

^
œb
^
œ
^
œn
^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ̂ œn ^ œ̂ œn ^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ

^
œb
^
œ
^
œn
^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ

^
œb
^
œ
^
œn
^

Kœk .œ>
œ
^
œb
^
œ
^
œn
^

Ôœ- .œ> œ̂ œb^ œ̂ œb^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ̂ œb^ œ̂ œb^

Ôœ
- .œ> œ̂ œb^ œ̂ œb^

’ ’ œ
^
œb
^
œ
^
œb
^

œœœN œœœ œ
^
œb
^
œ
^
œb
^

œ œ œ œ œ
^
œb
^
œ
^
œb
^

œ œ œ œ œ̂ œb^ œ̂ œb^
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Tpt.�3
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Drums

Flute
œ̂ Œ Ó

œ̂ Œ Ó

œ̂ Œ Ó

œ
^ Œ Ó

œ
^ Œ Ó

œ̂ Œ Ó

œ
^ Œ Ó

œ
^ Œ Ó

œ
^ Œ Ó

œ̂ Œ Ó

œ̂ Œ Ó

œ̂ Œ Ó

œ
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œ
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œ
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{41}
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∑
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∑

∑
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∑

∑

∑
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∑

∑

∑

∑
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∑
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Ó Œ ‰ Ôœ

Ó Œ ‰ Ôœ

Ó Œ ‰ Ôœ
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∑

∑

Ó ‰ Kœ œb œn
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œ
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^
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ƒ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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