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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR \ : <
Originally recorded by Eartha Kitt in 1953, this popular holiday song has been covered by many performe@ 0

Madonna, Taylor Swift, Mae West, The Pussycat Dolls, Shakira, and even Miss Piggy. It is set in an ea
catos are

short. Th

Regarding articulation, the rooftop accent (A) is played detached, not staccato—think “daht.”
marked, in jazz music they are not quite as short as in a concert band setting. Avoid clipping the
last eighth note in a group is played short.

The solos for tenor sax, trumpet, and trombone in the section at measure 32 are completely written out howﬁmple
chord symbols are included to encourage some improvisation. The last two measures o solo section are tuttipso the
band locks in together to end each solo. 6

For the rhythm section, your pianist may want to experiment with some simple co ing thech r@nges provided;
however, measures 24 and 52 in the right hand should be performed as he guitar parté sh marks to indicate
comping using three- or four-note chords in a quarter note pattern. Fo ound, ask &tarist to use medium-
thickness picks which will give the sound a very bright, acoust lity, Id th% ely between the thumb

and index finger. Strum straight quarter notes trying to cut off (mu e sound of the c ht after striking the strings.
Strum from the elbow, giving a bright, swinging sound tha rhythm ard. Don't strum from the

wrist or fingers as playing from the wrist or fingers tends very forced ends to drag instead of propel the
rhythm. The guitarist’s quarter note rhythm should perfe o that the and bass merge into one big sound.
it steady! The @dfumset player should always be thinking about

and flgur nd the drummer that the drum part is a guide
e nee layed.

The bass player is walking a bass line througho
accurate time as the priority over playing fills or
to what is happening in the ensemble an

Mike

| hope that you and your ense aby to be a fun orthwhile experience. Story
—Mike Story Mike Story has written extensively for junior high,
high school, and college school groups as well as
for professional groups including the Houston Pops
Orchestra. He is a solid and dynamic writer with

more than 750 compositions to his name. He holds
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in music education
from the University of Houston (TX).
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