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notes to the Conductor

This piece is to be played with much energy and spirit. Written in a folk style using the 
rhythms of Eastern European circle dances, it is to be conducted with four beats in the 
bar, the last beat being the long beat. Be careful to avoid turning the last three eighth 
notes of the bar into a triplet. Encourage the use of lots of open strings, big bows, and 
a huge sound—digging the bow into the string (marcato), especially for the main theme 
(bar 4). In contrast, the theme at bar 21 should be more legato. The dynamics help 
illustrate the tension of a chase and all of the accents need to be articulated—maybe 
even exaggerated. Beware of the key changes at bar 86 and bar 94 into major keys. 
A suggested warm-up would be the D harmonic minor scale, experimenting with the 
irregular time signature and rhythms of the piece.

A DIVIS ION OF

Chukum, Chukum, Chukum
Written and arranged by Karen Kyriakou

Grade Level: 3½

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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