
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series 
includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent 
bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series 
includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond 
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings 
and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

Bob Phillips
Belwin/Pop String Editor

March of Bacchus
(from the ballet Sylvia)

LEO DELIBES 
Arranged by RALPH FORD

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 8 1st Violin
 8 2nd Violin
 5 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
 5 Viola
 5 Cello
 5 String Bass
 1 Piano Accompaniment

Grade 2½BEGINNING STRING ORCHESTRA

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

In this adaptation, the wonderful ballet music of Leo Delibes comes alive at the perfect level for young players. Originally 
presented as the opening of Act II of his Sylvia, ou La nymphe de Diane, it is both delicate and deliberate, with an almost 
“toy soldier” style. Use a light staccato where marked, with heavy weight being placed on all accented notes for dramatic 
contrast. It is recommended to refer to, and share with your students, the many recordings available of this work. Pulled 
from the “March and Cortège of Bacchus,” original recordings also include the additional music from the opening of the 
ballet’s third act. If performance endurance is a concern, the D.C. al Coda can be optional. Best wishes for an outstanding 
musical study and performance.
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