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PROGRAM NOTES

“Pezzo in Forma di Sonatina” is the 1st Movement from Serenade in C Major for String Orchestra, Opus 48,
written by Peter llyich Tchaikovsky, transcribed and arranged by Victor Lopez.

Peter llyich Tchaikovsky was born at Votkinsk, district of Viatka, Russia, on May 7, 1840, and died i
Petersburg on November 6, 1893. He composed the serenade between September 21 and Nove
1880. Tchaikovsky intended the first movement to be an imitation of Mozart’s style, and it was
form of the classical sonatina, with a slow introduction. “I don't just like Mozart, | idoli i
his devoted patroness Nadezhda von Meck. The Serenade pays homage to the enchantin
serenades and divertimentos, such as “Eine kleine Nachtmusik” Although Tchaikovsky b
Mozart stylistic conventions, his all-string orchestra is much larger than the doze
used for Mozart’s serenades, and the heart of the work is purely his own.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTQ

The intent for this work is to provide an opportunity for concer
literature. Serenade in C Major for String Orchestra has four
movement, “Pezzo in Forma de Sonatina,” in sonata form wi 3 I tion. In this
transcription, parts of the original music have been omitted while re g the inte@fthe work and
the composer’s intent. The overall effect is a shorter and playable version. Ad a ercussion parts
have been creatively added to enhance the sonority e ensemble and ac modate contemporary
concert band instrumentation.

@c;stral
r

he first

The stately slow introduction emphasizes the band s ty in rich chords and it is
particularly dramatic. The “Andante non trop be played r slow and flowing but not too
fast. Please note that measures 1 thr sempreyna issimo.”

ou arem
Following the introduction, the con want to ta %e liberties with the repeated cadence
and slow it down a little w epa allegro. Atyrehiearsal number 37, the “Allegro Moderato”
has a suggested metronome go —84.Thm "is energetic yet never hectic; the sparkling

passage decorates the lyri t of the “Alle e without hurrying it. Tempo markings may
be adjusted to more app e ability@ of the ensemble. When performers focus on the
tempo rather than t beduty in the music is lost. Tchaikovsky, like many other
composers, does a lo "between es and uses the timbre of the instruments to make his

melodies sing e choose@tempo that the'ensemble can handle accurately and musically rather than
trying to ma others have don@ what has been indicated by the metronome mark in the score.
Note that th S n embo gst as a primary theme. The second theme, in a “pizzicato” style, is

terin and playfullysfrivolous in character, but it’s then keenly penetrated by recollections
ning of the first Pay careful attention to the articulations and dynamics throughout this
criptiong,are usually challenging, especially when the melody is saturated with semiquavers
phrases E istently repeated and transferred from string parts that do not rely on breath.

onsequently, for ty and color, the melody is intermittently shared with other wind instruments
@ ility, at times, the melody has been divided between two parts or written within
rs

throughout. F
e part as di
r those

ditionally, the entire line, including the cue notes, is ultimately written in such parts
o would like an added challenge.

“Fi ,"the forth and concluding movement of Tchaikovsky’s Serenade in C Major for String Orchestra, Opus
48, is available in the Belwin Concert Band Series (00-30798). Each movement may be performed

individually or in tandem.
]
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Pezzo in Forma di Sonatina

1st Movement from “Serenade in C Major for String Orchestra,” Opus 48

By Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)
A Arranged by Victor Lopez (ASCAP)
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