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Awake the Iron
By Scott Watson

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	— Conductor	Score
	10	— Flute
	 2	— Oboe
	 6	— 1st	Bb	Clarinet
	 6	— 2nd	Bb	Clarinet
	 2	— Bb	Bass	Clarinet
	 2	— 1st	E b	Alto	Saxophone
	 2	— 2nd	E b	Alto	Saxophone
	 2	— Bb	Tenor	Saxophone
	 1	— E b	Baritone	Saxophone

	 4	— 1st	Bb	Trumpet
	 4	— 2nd	Bb	Trumpet
	 2	— F	Horn
	 7	— Trombone,	Baritone	B.C.,	

Bassoon
		2	— Baritone	T.C.
	 2	— Tuba
	Percussion	—	6	players:
	 1	— Bells
	 3	— Percussion	1	(Snare	Drum,	

Bass	Drum/Tom-Toms)

	 6	— Percussion	2	(Brake	

Drum/Suspended	Cymbal/

Bongo/Woodblock,	Crash	

Cymbals/Triangle/Tam-

Tam)

	 1	— Timpani

WORLD PARTS	
available for download from  
www.alfred.com/worldparts

E b	Alto	Clarinet
E b	Horn
Trombone	in	B b	T.C.
Trombone	in	B b	B.C.
Euphonium	in	B b	B.C.
Tuba	in	B b	T.C.
Tuba	in	B b	B.C.
Tuba	in	E b	T.C.
Tuba	in	E b	B.C.
String	Bass

“Desperta ferro!,” or “Awake the Iron!,” was the battle cry of Medieval Spanish soldiers called the Almogavars. In 

the dim light of dawn, as they prepared for battle, these fierce soldiers would beat their swords on rocks shouting 

this phrase.

 The sparks that flew from the rocks in the eerie light of dawn, together with the soldier’s call to arms, would give any 

enemy pause. Awake the Iron, with its insistent unisons, energetic rhythms, modal themes, and powerful percussive 

writing, mirrors the ferocious intensity of the medieval battlefield. This mature sounding, yet approachable work, is 

sure to be a favorite of both the musicians and audience.

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

Grade Level: 1½ (Easy)
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Awake the Iron
CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 3:20
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œ> œ> Ó
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œ Œ Œ
œ œ

∑

œ Œ Œ œ œ
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.˙ œ œ
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