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iszt with invention of the symphonic poem. “Les

%he most popular of Liszt’s 12 Symphonic Poems,
ure to a grand cycle of choruses for men’s choir.

0 e other four movements and “Les Preludes” stood on

t derivedythe title from an ode by French poet Alphonse de Lamartine which
began se is life but a series of preludes to that unknown song whose

tran of the text, the shifting moods do refer back to the poem.

irst @ note is intoned by death....” Although “Les Preludes” is not a direct

Qversion, for school orchestras, uses the most accessible of the themes in a

etting that allows the themes to be played by many of the sections and provides a

rousing concluding coda for all to enjoy.
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