
Two Pastoral Airs
(from Duetto da camera HWV 192)
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Program Notes

Many examples of self-borrowing by Baroque 
composers are well known to us today. The 
duet “Quel fior che all’alba ride” (HWV 192) 
is a fascinating example of reworked material 
from the soprano cantata (HWV 154) of the 
same name. The third movement of HWV 192 
was further repurposed into music that today 
is familiar to us as four-part choruses in the 
celebrated oratorio “Messiah.” The two choruses 
that were adapted from the duet—“His yoke is 
easy” and “And He shall purify”—form the outer 
movements of HWV 192, separated by a lovely 
recitativo.

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 3

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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