
Carolan’s Concerto
(For Solo Violin and String Orchestra)

By Thomas Kahelin

A DIVIS ION OF

i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

Conductor Score 1
Solo Violin 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5

Notes to the Conductor

This piece is a celebration of the tradition 
of folk music itself. The tune, written by the 
blind itinerate Irish harper Turlough O’Carolan 
(1670–1738), survives along with some 200 of 
his other tunes, mainly because of two reasons. 
First, transcribers like Edward Bunting of Belfast 
were hired in the late 18th century to notate 
the performances of those last surviving harpers. 
Second, pipers and fiddle players loved his tunes 
and kept them alive in the aural tradition of folk 
music. This setting, featuring solo violin, honors 
that tradition and the fiddle player who passed 
the tune along to me: Timm Redwood.

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 3½

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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w
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w

w
w
w
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w
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≤}
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∑

˙ ˙
≤
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≤
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F

F
F
F

F
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≥
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≥
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w

w
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w
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˙b ˙n
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w
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˙ ˙n
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wn
w
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w
≤
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≤
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w
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˙
Œ œ>≤
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˙ Œ œœ>
≤

˙ Œ œ>≤

˙ Œ œœN >≤

84

˙ Œ œ>
≤

π ƒ
div.

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ
ƒ

ƒ

,

π
,

π
,

π
,

π
,

π
,

œ>≥ Œ Ó Ó
œœ>
≥

Œ Ó Ó
œœ>≥ Œ Ó Ó

œ>≥ œ.≥ œ. œ> œ. œ. œ œ œ. œ.
œœ>≥ œ.≥ œ. œ> œ. œ. œ œ œ. œ.

85

œ>≥ Œ Ó Ó

f

f
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∑
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f
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f

œ>≥ œ œ. œ. œ> œ œ. œ.

w# >
w
w
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œ Œ œ Œ

f
˙ Œ œ>≤

˙ Œ œœn >≤

˙ Œ œœNn
>
≤

˙ Œ œ>
≤

˙ Œ œœ>≤
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œ Œ Œ œ>≤

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ
arco

ƒ

ƒ

,
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,

,
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œ>≥ Œ Ó
œœ>
≥

Œ Ó
œœ>
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œ>
≥ Œ Ó
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∑

∑
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≥ œ.≥ œ. œ> œ# . œ.
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≥ œ.≥ œ. œ> œ# . œ.
œ œ œ. œ. œ œ.
œ≥ œ. œ œ œ. œ.
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∑

f

f

∑

œ œ œ. œ. œ. œv
œ œ œ. œ. œ. œv
œ œ. œ œ œ. œ.
œ œ. œ œ œ. œ.
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∑

∑
œ̂ œ̂ œv œ̂

œv œv œv œv
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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œ œ# œ. œ. œ œ.
œ œ. œ

≥ œ œ# œ
˙# œ œ≤ œ œ

99

>̇ œ>
≥ œ> œ> œ>

f

,

œ> Œ Ó
œ> Œ Ó
œ>
≥ œv œv œv
œ>≥ œ̂ œ̂ œ̂

œ> Œ Ó

100

œ> Œ Ó

ƒ

ƒ

100

∑
Œ œ̂≤ œv œ̂

w>
w>

∑

101

∑

ƒ

∑

w>
w
w

Œ œ̂≤ œ̂ œ̂

102

∑
ƒ

∑

w
Œ œ̂≤ œ̂ œ̂

∑

wn >
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œn > Œ Ó
ƒ
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Œ œ̂≤ œ̂ œ̂

w>
∑

∑

104

∑

ƒ
w>

w>

w
Œ œ̂≤ œv œ̂

Œ œ̂≤ œ̂ œ̂

105

∑

ƒ

ƒ

w

w

w

w>
œ̂ œ̂ œ̂ œ̂

106

∑

,
∑

œœn .≥ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑
∑

œn > Œ Ó

107

œn > Œ Ó

div.

p

ƒ

dim.

∑
œœn . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑
∑

∑
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∑

14

33725S

Pre
vie

w O
nly

Legal U
se R

equire
s P

urc
hase



&

&
&
B
?

?

##
##
##
##
##
##

Vln. Solo

Cello

Vlns.

Vla.

Str. Bass

I

II

∑
œœn .≤ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑

∑

∑

109

∑

∑
œœn . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑

∑

∑

110

∑

π

∑
œœn ≥ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

∑

∑
˙n ≥ ˙

111

∑

sim.

P dolce

111 ∑
œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

∑

∑
œ œn œ œ
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∑
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Œ œ≤ œn œ
œœn ≤ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

Ó ≤̇

∑
˙n ˙

113

∑

F dolce

p

˙ œ œ

œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

w
≤̇ ˙
w

114

∑

p

p

wn

œœn ≥ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

wn
˙ ˙n
wwn ≥

115

wn ≥

div.

arco

p

.˙ œ
œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

w
w
w.˙ œ

116

.-̇≤
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≤
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w

˙ ˙

œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

.˙ œn
w

.˙ œ˙ ˙n

118

˙ ˙n

w
œœn ≥ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

w
w
w
w
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w

w
œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

w
w
w
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w
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∑
œœn ≤ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

∑

∑

∑

121

∑

∑
œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

∑

∑

∑

122

∑

∑
œœn ≥ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

∑

˙n ≥ ˙

˙n ≥ ˙

123

∑

p

p

123 ∑
œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

∑
œ œn œ œ
œ œn œ œ
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∑
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˙n ˙
wwn
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w≥

F

div.

p

p

˙ œ œ
œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

w
˙ ˙
ww

126

w

˙n ˙

œœn ≥ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

wn
˙ ˙n
wwn
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.≤̇ œ≤
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w
w
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w
ẇ ˙n
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˙ ˙n

≤}

.≤̇ œ≥

œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ

..˙̇ œœn
w
ẇ ˙

130

˙ ˙

div.

˙ ≥̇
œœn ≥ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
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≥

w≥

wwn ≥
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wn ≥

4

w
œœn œœ œœ œœ œœ
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w
ww
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œ Œ Ó
Jœœn ‰ œ

≤
œn œ

œœ œ
≤

œn œ
œ œ≤ œ œ
œœ œ≤ œ œ
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w

p

p

p

p
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Ó ≤̇

w
≥

w
≥

w
≥

œœn .≥ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.
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wn ≥
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p

135

F
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w
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∑

w
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w

˙ ˙

w
∑

w
œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.
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w

w

œœ.
≥ œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.
w
≥

w
ww≥
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w
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4

˙ ˙
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w

w

œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.
˙ ˙
w
ww
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w

≤}
,

∑

œœ. Œ Ó
∑

œ
≥ œ .œn jœ

≥
-

ww

143

w≥

p cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

143 ∑

∑
∑

œn ≤ œ .œ jœ≤-
ww
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.˙ œ≥
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œ
≥
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≥
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w≤
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∑
∑

œ
≤

œn .œn jœ
≤
-
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ww

146

.˙ œ≤

∑

œ
≥

œ œ. œ. œ œ

œ
≥

œ œ. œ. œ œ
œ≥ œ œ. œ. œ œ
w≥

147

w≥

F

F
F
F

F

∑

œn
≤ œ œ. œ. œ œ

œ
≤

œn œ. œ. œ œ

œ≤ œn œ. œ. œ œ

w

148
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≥
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≥
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≥
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≥
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≥

f

f
f
f

f

∑
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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w
w
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w

∑
œ>≥ œ.≥ œ. œ> œ. œ.

œ≥ œ≥ Œ œ≥

Œ œ≥ Œ œ≥

Œ œœ≥ Œ œœ≥

151

Œ œ≥ Œ œ≥

ƒ

ƒ marcato

151

,

,

,

,

ƒ marcato

ƒ marcato

ƒ marcato
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∑
œ œ œ. œ. œ. œ>

Œ œ≥ Œ œ≥

Œ œ≥ Œ œ≥

Œ œœ≥ Œ œœ≥
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,

,

&

&
&
B
?
?

##
##
##
##
##
##

Vln. Solo

Cello

Vlns.

Vla.

Str. Bass

I

II

∑
œ> œ> œ> œ>

Œ œ≥ Œ œ≥
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Œ œ≥ Œ œ≥

∑
œ œ œ. œ. œ>≤ œ>≤

Œ œ≥ Œ œ≤

Œ œ≥ Œ œ≤

Œ œœ≥ Œ œœ≤

154

Œ œ≥ Œ œ≤

Œ œ>≤ œ œ œ. œ.

Jœ>
≥

‰ œ≤ œn œ

Jœ≥ ‰ œ≤ œb œn
œ≥ Œ Ó
œœ≥ Œ Ó

155

œ≥ Œ Ó

F

sub. π
sub. π

œ œ œ. œ. œ œ œ. œ.

œb œ œ œn
œ œb œ œb

∑
∑
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∑
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∑
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≥
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≥
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∑
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≤
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f
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w

w
w
˙ ˙
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˙ ˙

∑
..œœ>

≥
J
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jœ
.œ>
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.œ>

≥ Jœ .œ> Jœ
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≥
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Œ œ>
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f
pizz.

F
arco

pizz.

F
pizz.

F
pizz.

F
pizz.

F

∑

œ≥ œ œ.
≤

œ œ œ.
Œ œ Œ œ
Œ œ Œ œ
Œ œ Œ œ

170

œ Œ œ Œ

170 ∑

œ œ œ. œ œ œ.

Œ œ Œ œ
Œ œ Œ œ
Œ œ Œ œ
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œ Œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ. œ. œ œ œ. œ.
œ
≥

œ œ œ≥ œ œ œ
Œ œ Œ œ
Œ œ Œ œ
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∑
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œ Œ œ Œ
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