
Wonderland Variations
Richard Meyer (ASCAP)

A DIVIS ION OF

i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

Conductor Score 1
Violin I 8
Violin II 8
Viola 5
Cello 5
String Bass 5

Notes to the Conductor

You and your students will love putting together 
these charming variations based on Lewis Carroll’s 
classic book. A simple and graceful theme, entitled 
“Alice,” is followed by four colorful variations 
depicting the delightfully odd characters that 
inhabit Wonderland. Each variation is a stylistic 
workshop for your students who will learn a 
myriad of techniques as they bring to life the 
Cheshire-Cat, a Mad Tea Party, a Caterpillar, and 
the King and Queen of Hearts.

(Continued)

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 3

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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Notes to the Conductor (cont.)

Unlike most variations, which are based on the harmonic structure of the theme, the variations in this piece are 
derived solely from the first nine notes of the theme. 

In Variation I, the “Cheshire-Cat” appears (and disappears) gradually. The shape of his famous smile is outlined by 
the first violins in measures 50, 58, etc.

Variation II, “A Mad Tea Party,” is essentially wild, crazy cartoon music with fun special effects. In measure 85, a 
dissonant version of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star” is heard—a nod to the Mad Hatter, who sings at Carroll’s tea 
party:

“Twinkle, twinkle, little bat! 
How I wonder what you’re at! 
Up above the world you fly, 
Like a tea-tray in the sky.”

Variation III, “Advice from a Caterpillar,” depicts the mysterious blue creature stoically sitting atop a mushroom. 
Puffs of smoke from his hookah are heard in the first violins in measures 96, 98, etc.

In Variation IV, the demented “King and Queen of Hearts” are represented by a majestic, English-style march. Cries 
of “Off with her head!” are heard throughout (measures 128, 129, 137, etc.). As this variation reaches an emotional 
peak (m. 166), Alice wakes up from her dream, and her theme is briefly revisited, bringing the piece to a close.
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