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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This great song by composers Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne has long been a favorite of mine, and it ma
to feature your drummer. This chart is written in a Count Basie/Neal Hefti style. Google those guy
they are! Go ahead, I'll wait.

OK, now you probably know that the Count Basie band played music like this with great togetf
never too loudly—at least not yet. Note that the phrases at the top are divided in somewhat unexp
attention. The drummer should play tastefully and connect the phrases in a musical manner as this is not abou i

big time drum chops. If your second alto does not play the flute, have him or her tac e flute part. But the fllte is a
key part of the ensemble sound, so maybe you can bring someone in from the co or orchestra@lay it. Just

a suggestion!
y change t&ure 57, where
ists, but | recrﬁﬂ& having the player
hrough the&e tively. These chords

This chart stays pretty soft all the way to measure 53, where it starts to build towar
now you can play loud. There’s a short improvised solo at 61 for one of,
take a close look at those changes (not simple blues changes) so th

require a good knowledge of harmony and it’s pretty easy totellawhe y is faki !

After the solo, there’s a counterpoint section matching ombone a 'ndwpets and altos. The band
should listen closely to balance the two lines evenly, and sure are y%gether rhythmically as well.

The shout chorus at measure 89 is where the band ca loose an mpets can shine, especially with the
lip trill at 94. Do you know how to do a lip trill? 2 ask me, I'm a sax and piano player, so | don’t know, but your private
teacher can certainly tell you. You do have a p er, right? If n T ONE! Because measure 94 is going to sound
awesome if all four trumpets can do thatlip er the shoutqui settle down and re-establish the soft texture
like at the beginning. | hope you hav art, an t have happy holidays, even if you are reading this

in July.

—Gordon Goodwin

Gordon
Goodwin

Gordon Goodwin is a Grammy and
Emmy Award winning composer.
He is leader of the internationally
acclaimed Big Phat Band, whose
best-selling recordings are setting a
new standard in contemporary big
band jazz.
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