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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Charlie Parker’s composition, Yardbird Suite, is meant to be played at a moderate swing tempo, m
tempo at which Parker, himself, played it. Playing it much faster will cause the chart to feel unsettlec
swing as well.

The first note for the band should be solid—make sure the band is focused. For brass and
dynamically and make an obvious crescendo. Exaggerating it a bit will make for an eyen
articulation, in measure 5, the two eighths are played “doo-dit” At 17, brass should
The sax melody at 9 should be balanced and blended to hear all five parts. The
at measure 24 should be easily heard, so the band should stay under that line. Mea
or rooftop accents detached—think “daht” At measure 73, this shout se
played together—follow the lead trumpet for style. The quar notes i

rter note fagdetached.

ewith t trombone

full and I@y the marcato

Id be full and &he turns should be
ached an&& n't rush them.

Whenever unison lines occur, as in measures 49 through 62 no vi

jazz charts.

s is a general rule in all

Keep the dynamic level on the backgrounds behind t d alto sax so ct at no more than a m£ so the solo-
ists are not too overpowered. The solos include a sugge ut soloists uraged to improvise. The saxophones

should play the background behind the piano s easure 92-96 even softer—stay under the piano.
Relax, swing, and enjoy the chart.
—Dave Wolpe

Q&

0
thm at measure 7, c own
er dynamic effect. Re ing

Dave
Wolpe

Dave Wolpe is truly a prolific
composer/arranger with nearly 700
charts arranged and/or composed
for various publishers, primarily
Alfred Music. He has scored dozens
of arrangements for the Glenn
Miller Orchestra and is co-arranger
on the platinum CD In the
Christmas Mood. He has arranged
for Disneyworld and Disneyland
Paris with music ranging from small
bands to symphony orchestras. He
has also arranged for the bands
of Ray Anthony, Les Brown and
many others. In the late '70s and
early '80s he played lead trombone
with Ray Anthony and later with
Les Brown.
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