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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

271t Century Breakdown continues the “rock opera” style of its predecessor, American Idiot.
The music is a wonderful mix of alternative rock, pop, and symphonic themes. The album
is divided into three “acts,” with many of the songs transitioning into one another. This
arrangement was constructed accordingly, so as to maintain the feel, character, and integrity
of the record itself.

give careful attention that it does not overpower the melody in the tro

“21st Century Breakdown” begins at measure 28 and sho

At measure 52, note the change to an almost “tribal” roc y&rtom-
tom player to be as animated as possible here. The melod asure 56
should be light and aggressive building to an exciting transition to “;Vi ? (Little
Girl)” at measure 82. If you have a student well-vefsed on piano, thisis a nt to showcase

ensure that the woodwind choir is as
style and sh be light and brisk. At
the rest of nd. The trills can be
expressive p Ic&d. | have scored the low brass
ilable) to pravi ackground to the flute solo at

and veryéxsive, in almost a “bluesy” style.

him or her on the optional piano part. At any
smooth as possible. Measure 93 drastically
measure 114 to 130, let your woodwin
very aggressive!

Measure 131 should be approa
and woodwinds alongside the
measure 136. This so

measures 154 an%ould seamlessly bleed into the tempo
change into “Kno . The openi set beat should be very aggressive. This
song should be ap inave rﬁforward alternative rock style. Give careful
attention to nt of the a they are scored to simulate a distorted guitar.
Ween i “21st Century Breakdown” at measure 191. At measure 195,
orns soar! Theérescendo should build aggressively, while your drumset
house d

, r students, and audience thoroughly enjoy this Suite from Green Day's
Century Breakdo
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*Note: It is intended that a drumset be used in rehearsals and performances. It is highly recommend that you
expose your drumset player to the style of Green Day’s drummer, Tré Cool, as this will greatly enhance the success
and excitement of the arrangement. On occasion, drumset fills are written out, but it is intended that the student
ad-lib these fills to appropriately match the style of the music. If no drumset is available, you may substitute with
multiple instruments: snare drum, bass drum, ride cymbal, and two toms.



FULL SCORE
Approx. Duration - 6:30

Suite from Green Day’s

21st Century Breakdown

Featuring Song of the Century, 21st Century Breakdown, ;Viva La Gloria? (Little Girl),

“Song of the Century” - Music by GREEN DAY

Last Night on Earth and Know Your Enemy
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Music by Green Day
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