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PROGRAM NOTES

This piece was written for and celebrates a life-long educator who dedicated his career to his students
of music in the schools. His philosophy and motto was “Work Hard, Make Friends, Have Fun!”

to upport

er purpose in Iifg
) ended cy@ d

to vibraifwduration

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The opening section is reflective of days gone by and the beginning of one’s search f
moving lines should be played legato, almost in a haunting manner. The timpani,
chimes should be played without dampening, except where there are rests

As a general note for this piece, the timpani and bass drum players shou
of the written notes.

c i This themegeturns later in the piece.
The feel for these four measures should be light, playful, lively and fun. The on be inr% measure 30 is based
on this theme and should be performed with an expressive quality. Performers shoul oduce rich, long tones
here. This section represents searching and discovery.

At measure 38, the moving lower voices (bassoon, bass ¢

are intended to be performed with just a little spaced

rsax and bar'@ sax) are marked with staccato but
note.

At measure 46, make the most of the expressio
a unified fashion.

eing ca(@erform the swells and decrescendos in
ages and @e played at a mezzo forte dynamic using hard
m how helping others is so important. It was inspired

ration of ope’
rwh e@meant to doin life.

two them xtaposed with one another. The woodwinds performing a rolling/
ss and s clarinet performing a sweeping theme in a half-time feel. The brass and bass
pressed over e| easures.

From measures 59 to 67, the bells I‘ seve
mallets for clarity.

The section at measure 68 begi
by the feeling we get the mome

At measure 73 and again at
playful theme and
clarinet phrase sh

are celebratlng our happiness in doing what we love to do.

al key centers in a rollicking celebration that should be performed in a sweeping
hou of as a tapestry woven by changing dynamics, phrasing and shifting keys. Pay
ttentio the aCCI tals and enharmonic spellings in this section as we move through several key centers.

you and your sti njoy performing The Secret of Life!



Dedicated to Mr. Michael Waters, Principal, Colina Middle School, in celebration of his dedication to music.
Commissioned by the Colina Middle School Band, Thousand Oaks, California, Anne Fruehling, Band Director

The Secret of Life

FULL SCORE

Approx. Duration - 4:30
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