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PROGRAM NOTES

America’s favorite leisure time activity is bird watching. A recent study by the Fish and Wildlife
Service found that a surprising one in six US citizens are birdwatchers—that’s 48 million fellow
birders in the United States alone! Many plan birding trips to the northern parts of the country to
top destinations like Montana, Maine, Vermont, Minnesota and lowa. However, each year m
and more Americans are traveling south to Costa Rica, where they can find some 875 different bi

resplendent; hence, the title of this composition.
NOTES TO THE CONDUC $("

Throughout this composition, make certain that all dynamic le : iculatioé

ollowed

closely. When playing the eighth note triplets there may be a tende for stud play them
as two sixteenth notes followed by an eighth note_For accuracy, it is suggeSted that they actually
think trip-ah-let while playing them. At rehearsal n er 26, there is a key change. The tempo is

marked J = 178 for playability, and although nts will think g it as fast four, the tempo

should have a ‘two-feel’; more like a moderate
Starting with rehearsal number 26 throug e 69, al%uh@we tonal center is B Major

st intggddeed in the dominant key of F major.

The harmonies in this section aré @ the results f& ple use of linear counterpoint.
As the ostinato bass i , oboe ar@‘net introduce the simple pentatonic
melody. At measure 38, t tly accentua e rhythmic bass line figure while the
tenor sax, horn and tr ittoi l@al melody at measure 39. The trombone
joi i ond cou dic line starting at rehearsal number 46. At
@hone introduce a variation serving as the third

is comple n in the mallet part. Finally, this section resolves
back to the initi nd bass line"@nly as it transitions to the slow section. Starting with
72 through me@&% notice that all ‘ritards’ and ‘a tempi’ start on the last beat

y h nge |nor tonality. Starting pickups to 72, the two-measure motive is

d by the 1st tru clarinet and oboe. At rehearsal number 85, there is a time signature

ch (3/4). Starting wi pickups at measure 85 through measure 103, the flute and oboe have
the

g
dy; all othmd instruments play the support harmony parts. Measures 104 through108
are to be play eaeefully as this section comes to an end. At rehearsal number 110, the bass

ostinato is in introduced, leading the piece back to the sign at measure 46 and then the
coda. At t a, all wind parts are given an opportunity to play the two-measure ostinato motive
as the@ s down at measure 119, setting it up for a triumphant ending.

his work provides an opportunity for young ensembles to play new band literature that is exciting
Mevant

Musically yours,

b
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