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PROGRAM NOTES

The traditional dance in Africa often expresses the life of the community. The dance is characteriz
by the African polyrhythm but is closely connected with the music and its simplest form, t
singing. The rhythmic variety typical of African music expresses itself in the body that is
perform different sequences simultaneously. The movements are complex and
on the spot. Danza Africana is an original composition by Victor Lépez building o
concepts of these dances.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The opening statement is to be played slowly and legato. The
and every note is to be played long unless otherwise indica
are followed closely.

At rehearsal number 9, the percussion introduces the lence tha\%’/es this
< operly. % tuning
the bongos is largely a matter of personal preference, it is suggested that th I be tuned
high (do not over-tighten) and the large drum a fo below. For this com@n, the player may
want to use regular drumsticks or hard felt tips. ent with the different s@unds. Additionally,
when available, African drums may be used a more autﬁc sound. However, the

additional players should not play ad libi the writte hmic patterns.

For added flexibility, at times, the timpani p been oéhe tuba part. At rehearsal
number 13, the trumpet and cla e the melody is played against the persistent
rhythmic pattern. At measure 21, ioninstru uld not overpower the ensemble.
For better sonority, ma& tain en fifth mé in the low brass and woodwinds are

in tune and that the stacc artlculﬁ

Measures 29 throug initial rm ¢ motive, but this time in the low brass and
woodwinds. At t atthe unisonlineis balanced and that everyone
can hear the lo ent in ea@n and ultimately in the ensemble. The percussion
section sh not pla sures 37 to 40verly loud, but rather with much intensity. To facilitate
the musi al and establls ooth transition between sections, take time to study and
identif epeat signs a ated

as be n with the very young player in mind and should be accessible
ose students w ad at least 3 or 4 months of beginning band experience. It is easy to
citing, p yable will definitely keep the percussionists on the alert.

Musically yours,
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Danza Africana

FULL SCORE By Victor Lopez (ASCAP)
Approx. Duration - 2:00
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