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In the key of D, the D chord functions as “home base.” Songs in the key of D almost always begin and end on 
the D chord. Place the fingers of the fretting hand just behind the frets. If the fretted string produces a “buzz,” 
you either need to press more firmly or move the fingers closer toward the fret. 

In the key of D, the A7 chord plays a dominant role. Notice that most of the songs in the key of D end with 
the chord progression A7 to D. The A7 chord contains a C-sharp (C ). 

THEORY 
The A7 chord is built on the fifth tone 
(sol) of the D scale, and is called the 
dominant 7th or V7 chord.

THEORY 
The D chord is built upon the first tone 
(do) of the D scale and is called the tonic 
or I chord.
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Using a down-stroke with a pick or a brush strum with the fingers, practice the following chord drills. Strum the D 
chord from the 4th string. Strum the A7 chord from the 5th string. Repeat each drill several times.  Each slash (/) 
represents one count and one strum.
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TRANSPORTATION:  When changing from the D chord to the A7 chord, quickly lift the fingers of the left 
hand off the fingerboard simultaneously, and simultaneously place the fingers in the new chord position.
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