GRADE LEVEL: 4 (MEDIUM DIFFICULT)

THEY SHALL RUN

AND BE FRE

being chased and never knowing what to expect. The slow
beautiful Negro spiritual “Oh Freedom,” the simple, yet poig
attitude and desperation of many slaves.

They Shall Run and Be Free *s com

Sidney, Ohio.
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the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries with the institution of slavery. Within that time an

organized system to assist runaway slaves began. In 1786, George Washington complained
about how one of his runaway slaves was helped by a “society of Quakers, formed for such
purposes.” The network grew, and around 1831 it was dubbed “The Underground Railrqad,”
after the then emerging steam railroads. The system even used railroading terms: the ho
and businesses where fugitives could rest and eat were called “stations” and "depots”
run by “stationmasters,” those who contributed money or goods were “stock
“conductor” was a guide responsible for moving fugitives from one station to the
a crucial route for the Underground Railroad. It has been estimated that 40,000 ru
escaped to Canadian freedom through Ohio. A secret and successful net
houses waited for those fugitives fortunate enough to make it to—and
Although a “free state,” Ohio was a distinctly dangerous host to the e
hounded the state and the Ohio Black Laws rewarded those wh i
Law officers were aggressive, particularly following the passag

Perhaps the most shameful and painful memories in United States history occurred during

While many fugitive slaves were caught or killed during t eedom, ns of
thousands were successful. For that reason the piece conclue gloriousfinaly statement
of the spiritual “Oh Freedom,” and celebrates what must be he uly priiel Il people—

FREEDOM!
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FULL SCORE
Duration - 6:00
Flutes

(Piccolo)
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(Opt. English Horn)

Bassoon
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Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto
Saxophones

Bb Tenor
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Eb Baritone
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Bb Trumpets

F Horns

Trombones

Euphonium

Tuba

Mallet Percussion

(Marimba/Bells/
Xylophone/Chimes)
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(Cabasa/Crash Cymbals/
Woodblock/Snare Dydim/
Suspended Cymbal,
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Crash Cymbals/Bass Drum)

Percussion 2

(Slapstick/Triangle/Vibraslap/
Cowbell/Suspended Cymbal/

Crash Cymbals,

Concert Toms/Bongos/Shaker/
Tambourine/Crash Cymbals)

Timpani
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