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Li’l Darlin’ is one of the gre’ that Nea@i wrote for the legendary Count Basie
Big Band in the early 1950s. phfles assic Count Basie feeling: picture a vast,
darkened dance hall with t eems to go on for miles, filled with
romantic couples danei aps the last tune of the night. The mirror ball

is rotating slowly, an seems to n slow motion. This is possibly the coolest, most
relaxed piece ic by the coolest most relaxed big band ever. Every member of the band
knows that hi much in er@a whole style on his instrument, and they are all feeling just

fine, ve ing. Remember that the key of Eb major has a lot of flat notes:
%
a

we use a flat seventh note in the scale, so there are really four

m y the Eb major scale up and down before starting this piece, just to
&rking together. We will be using our 4th fingers a lot for this chart, but we
re won't have to ything too fast! The trick is to keep the relaxed groove and not speed up.
is tune may better with mutes on all the instruments. When playing the melody, let every
note in the% and second phrase have its own silence around it. Listen to a recording of the Count
BasiegBig Banid or the Turtle Island String Quartet groove on this tune. Remember to ritard at the
end g&hart and don'’t push on the solos.
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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.



CONDUCTOR SCORE

Duration - 4:15

L1’l Darlin’

Swing (4 = 66)
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Neal Hefti
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