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Program Notes

Henri Vieuxtemps (1820–1881) was born in 
Belgium, later immigrating to Paris like his 
famous contemporary, César Franck. He was a 
virtuoso violinist and an early champion of the 
violin concertos of Beethoven and Mendelssohn. 
Vieuxtemps wrote several virtuoso violin concerti, 
praised by Hector Berlioz, and was compared 
favorably to Niccolo Paganini by the composer 
and musical journalist Robert Schumann. 
He travelled a great deal and was particularly 
admired in Russia, where some musicologists 
credit him with founding the violin school at 
the St. Petersburg Conservatory. During visits to 
the United States in 1833 and 1844, he heard 
the tune Yankee Doodle, which he transcribed 
(inaccurately as it turns out) and arranged on 
his return to Paris. The melody used in this 
arrangement is Vieuxtemps’. 

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 4

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Molto vivace (Œ = 132)135

≥̇
ƒ jœœ

≥
ƒ

‰ Œ
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≥
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‰ Œ
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‰ Œ
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‰ Œ
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∑

∑

∑
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F

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑
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∑
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cresc. e accel. al fine
173 Molto presto  (Œ = at least 152)
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In 1 (Ó = 120)œ! œ! œ! œ!
œ!≥
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œ!≥ œ! œ! œ!
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˙
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