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&posed his

7 Seasons, in
oncertos, opus 8.
students at the
he taught (Ospedale
a Pietd), o ly imagine what a talented
er Vivaldi Wgas to present such difficult

works wch young musicians! One fact not

1678-1741

certos,

widely about these works is that Vivaldi
com a sonnet to accompany each concerto
thaginéluded scenes from life associated with that

ular season. This text was written right into
the music so the performers would understand
what the music was attempting to convey. 83
years later, Beethoven used a similar approach in

QE his Pastoral Symphony, which contains descriptive

titles for each movement that Beethoven said
was “a matter more of feeling than of painting

in sounds.” Vivaldi’s example is therefore more
V literal than Beethoven’s, given the text’s placement
directly into the score.
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NotEs To THE CONDUCTOR

This music is hot, and Vivaldi wanted it that way! You'll feel the heat and experience a
gathering summer storm in this work. There are parts for solo violin and cello, and lik
Vivaldi’s original, the music includes his sonnet text written into the parts so students
can experience what the master was communicating through the music. dt i
recommended that a good recording be presented to students in the course of p
work to help capture the stylistic quality of the music. The complete sonnet is gi
to accompany the presentation of a recorded performance of the work.

SUMMER

L.

In this hard season scorched by the sun, man and flock
the cuckoo begins to call, then the turtledove and goldfi
west wind, gently blows, but Boreas, the north wind, sudd s into test with
its neighbor, and the little shepherd weeps for he hears the awesome thQu orm and
his fate.

To his tired limbs rest is denied by t
swarm of flies and hornets!

g, awes thinder, and the furious

.\Q

III.
Alas, his fears are jus&: Tth with th and lightning, and hail cuts down
the proud grain. Q
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“Summer”’ from The Four Seasons

(First Movement)
CONDUCTOR SCORE Antonio Vivaldi
Duration - 4:25 Lento () =98) Arranged by Brendan McBrien

(As if weakened from the heat)
In this harsh season scorched by the sun, man and flock languish, and the pine are on fire;
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Allegro (J=104)
the cuckoo begins to call,
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but Boreus, the north wind, suddenly enters into the contest with its neighbor,
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