@ CONCERT FULL ORCHESTRA Grade 5

Transcribed for Full Orchestra

Serenade for Strings

Mvt. IV (Tema Ruso)

PETER ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY
Arranged by VICTOR LOPEZ (ASCAP)
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INSTRUMENTATIO
1 Conductor 1 1st Bb Trumpet Percuss&l
1 1stFlute 1 2nd Bb Trumpet (SpargDrum, Bass Drum)
1 2nd Flute 1 3rd Bb Trumpet r nli
1 Oboe 1 Triangle{Crash Cymbals,
1 1stBbClarinet 1 :::Ounne)
1 2nd Bb Clarinet 1 .
. 1st Violin
1 Bk Bass Clarinet 1 .
2nd Violin
1 Bassoon 1 -
Viola
1 1stFHorn Cello
1 2nd FHorn String Bass
1 3rd FHorn 9
1 4th F Horn
0 NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
All in string par been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Beginning series
includes many gsas well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series includes frequent

includes ap iately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are marked for notes beyond
first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings
and position markings are indicated for difficult passages.

bowingsq assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green Intermediate series

Bob Phllcpo

Belwin/Pop String Editor
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PROGRAM NOTES

Serenade for String Orchestra (the correct Russian title, although in the West it is customarily called Serenade for Strings), is
not a truly classical piece in its musical content—it is as romantic as any of Tchaikovsky’s other works, and unlike Mozart’s
serenade for a small group of strings, Eine kleine Nachtmusik, Tchaikovsky’s serenade requires a full string choir to do
justice to its sonorities. But though it does not sound precisely like Mozart, Tchaikovsky intended his work to be classical
in form and spirit, especially in the stately opening theme of the first movement, recapitulated at the close of the final
movement. “This,” he wrote to von Meck, “is my homage to Mozart; it is intended to be an imitation of his style, and |
should be delighted if | thought | had in any way approached my model.”

This transcription by Victor Lopez for full orchestra highlights the fourth movement of Tchaikovsky’s S
for String Orchestra, Op. 48. It is a condensed version of the original work, which is twice
developmental section omitted. Consequently, only the most memorable components and int
have been retained. The Finale is subtitled Tema Ruso, and includes two Russian folk tunes, both ca
and musicologist Mily Balakirev. The first, a slow tune sung by Volga draymen, appearsgi

pizzicato in octaves. Contrasted with this second theme is a third, lyrical motif by
sweeping movementagainst the vivacious dance. The theme from the first
then Tchaikovsky cleverly transforms the descending portion of this sta
the dance, ending the piece with vigor.

‘0

In this orchestral transcription, the string section will sound full onits own as it has been Qﬁo form to the original
composition. However, Tchaikovsky noted that “the larger nufber of players in the st orchestra, the more this shall
be in accordance with the author’s wishes.” Therefore, t have been scored to serve as a support mechanism
for the intended sonority and control. Depending on th where deficiencies are most fully
exposed, the wind parts should complement accordi flexibility for performance either
by a string orchestra or full orchestra. At the Andante ase the level of experience and size of the
string section, the conductor may want to fea i t the winds. The fermata at measure 43
should not be too long. It should serve as a more like letting all ambient sound cease
before going on. The Allegro con s etronome marking than the original version,
butitis just as effective. Pay much a amic levels. As most of us know, moving with the
music, anticipating tempos, listening t ensemble as a w simply looking at one another throughout a piece
are all basic axioms for any cha up, butn ingrained habits for orchestral playing. It is suggested
that time be set aside for talking iomide wings, phrasings, and tempo changes. Rehearsal number

lly building up to measure 60 where the dynamic level is now
marked at a forte. The challeng to play at that level while keeping the “light” feel throughout. Note that usually
the dynamic levels ings are marked

otch higher than the rest of the orchestra because the intent is to always
hear the strlngs o ose attention @

NOTES TO THE CONDUC

int before con
samuch sl

dynamic changes starting at measure 68 until measure 84, where the

by the cea rench horns. This section modulates to E> Major like the original, but yet
duced atme 92 to get the sonority back to C Major. This technique is quite effective and
he integrity of t elody line. At rehearsal number 101, there is a short transition leading to rehearsal
a counter melo introduced and the melody continues in the Violin I, Violin I, and upper winds.
nto the&mic level and continue to crescendo to measure 132 where it stays double forte in the
and forte in the r the orchestra. Work with the lower brass and strings for rhythmic clarity throughout this
. j Imrn at measure 145 should be balanced with the emphasis on the lower brass, woodwinds
i 3t measure 154 should not be too long. It should serve as another resting point. The Molto
d but not overpowering. Note that measures 169 and 170 denote triplets and are to be played
at a forte voluwur measures before 183, there is a gradual accelerando, which leads to the Tempo I. At rehearsal
number Wiu Mosso, the tempo picks up and then again with additional accelerandos. This fluctuation in tempos
continues untiFmeasure 211 where it should be at the fastest point. As always, the tempo markings are suggestions, and
depending on the maturity level of the group, they will vary. Ultimately, please note that the arrangement of first violins
and brass to the left, basses centered and second violins and brass to the right has long been a familiar one for authentic
music ensembles. Yet, in this work, it will make a difference in the total sonority of the orchestra and at the same time be
an added factor in the music’s vitality.

May this work be a musical inspiration for you and your students.

b L



CONDUCTOR SCORE

Duration - 4:35

Andante (J =72)

Transcribed for Full Orchestra

Serenade for Strings

Mvt. IV Finale (Tema Ruso)

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

Arranged by Victor Lopez (ASCAP)
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