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PROGRAM NOTES

The title of this piece, Tangents Anguldr (or, angular tangents), was initially inspired by the trum
ostinato figure that begins in measure 27.

While most sources, including the Oxford American Dictionary, define tangent as “
touches the outside of a curve but does not intersect it,” the same sources also menti
uses of the term, including phrases such as “going off on a tangent.” This often-heard p
veer or diverge from a set course or a line of thought.

In the case of the trumpet ostinato at measure 27, the 1st trumpet’s pitches
ascending direction, away from a “set course” of first-line E natural. At the
trumpet’s pitches (E-flat and D) are veering in a descending directi
of first-line E natural.

Additional examples of this treatment may be found in measure
and measures 129-144.

t parts), m{QS—Z&

ccented, and very dramatic!
res 98—1%1 éd be played on flugelhorn

NOTES TO THE
In measures 1-5 the percussion should be very |

If at all possible, the trumpet solos in measur

(the darker sound of the flugel will be very ap to the omin el of this passage).

Beneath the trumpet/flugelhorn so
keep them very soft, and s uId ﬂu
these wind effects very su

ass players wh e the “wind” sound effects should
ir speed slig added dramatic effect. Work to keep
ey shoul@notget in the way of the solo.

At measure 47 the timpani ay at the extre of the head, striking as close to the actual

“bead” as possible. The bass dru uld play on the rim. Keep it pianissimo!

Observe the dyna i 8-93. Work for a smooth, well-controlled crescendo
into measure 92 (only n't overdo nd a nice decrescendo to piano in measure 93.

In measur et al., the brak should be very prominent!

The let Percu 1 part (xylophone) in measures 111-128 should only receive a slight
sis, rat ana Qjc

, the ell (in the Mallet Percussion 2 part) should really “cut through.” Use a
k it loudly and relentlessly!
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