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PROGRAM NOTES

Much of the history of musical instruments involves human ingenuity to manipulate available materials that are often
inexpensive and considered to be useless or even garbage by some. For example, steel drums were originally fashioned
from discarded oil drums. This piece uses buckets and cans originally used to play in the urban “go-go” style, characterized
by a fast triple feel common in hip hop music. Go-go drummers are often street performers in large cities such as Boston,
Washington, D. C. and New York City. Alone and in ensembles, they perform in varied styles and instrumentation, and
often infuse movement and dance as part of performances.

Though this piece begins and ends in a driving rock style, the middle Latin section uses a basic tumbao nounced

“tum-bow") conga rhythm (on buckets) as well as a typical bass pattern, diluted for younger players, ha-cha
and other Afro-Cuban styles. Wind members play a 3-2 son (“sohn”) clave (“klah-vay”). Ther
Cuban music, but the “forward clave” or “3-2 son clave” and the “reverse clave” or “2-3 clave” a
serve as an effective introduction for students.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

@can,

i %&nts, ora

ﬁn e number

i i sual, but crash

&to employ as many

%e rim of the bucket—

a nistrators and teachers
and traditional options.

Percussion parts in this piece were written for five-gallon (pickle or pain
trash can lids and suspended scrap metal. However, parts can also be p
combination of “junkyard” and traditional instruments of your choosin
of players and the sound you and your students want. For example, two
cymbals will give the optimal sound, so two players can be used on that
players as possible to the 5-gallon bucket parts, as this is the snare part that pre

and typical drumset rhythmic fills. Other members of the bandor guest performers 3
can also be used. The legend below charts the notation in th re using both “junky

Buckets and cans can be played upside down and resti oor (the easi
blocks, wood blocks or instrument stands. Go-go

rope to attach the 5-gallon buckets to orange road

optron or suspended on cement
atever are available, often simply using

players oft@nsport the entire set-up in shopping

carts. If you have the staging space and wan orpora oveme an also strap instruments to players by
drilling holes in buckets and inserting eye h are fastened by the inside of the bucket or can. Large cans
can be suspended from players b e, an rsican strap on s II buckets and cans with bungee cords around

the waist.

Five-gallon buckets can be played\with m sticks, b rmat playing on the rims will wear down sticks faster
than regular use; thus, bargain s mighte consi ere@rd felt bass drum mallets are good for the plastic garbage
cans, but two will need to you want to incorporate visuals such as playing “caveman
style.” You can also duct-tap ich will also yield a hearty “thud.” The band also plays pencils
on music stands. Ha erpendicular to edges, or pencils will become damaged quickly.
Plastic pens proje though students may want to use them to write in their parts, so | pass
them out and colle

If havrng Ity wi

his beat (secon

the repeating, two-measure 3-2 son clave, have them chant “I-can-play
re)” first, then chant while playing rhythm, then play rhythm independently

han
’b i YW
Not mation o music and teaching techniques for clave rhythm was obtained from Music Expressions™ World Percussion: Afro-
Cuban by Jose Ant red Publications, Inc.
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Junkyard Jam
for Drums, Trash Cans, Buckets and Band

By Kevin Mixon (ASCAP)

FULL SCORE

Approx. Duration - 2:30
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