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PROGRAM NOTES

Trailblazers, an original young band composition by Victor Lopez, was dedicated to and commissioned by the
Cranford H. Burns Middle School Band in Mobile, Alabama, under the direction of bandmaster Lee Hughes. The school
was named after Dr. Cranford Herman Burns, who for nearly two decades served the Mobile County Public School
System as the superintendent.

Cranford Burns Middle School opened its doors to students in the fall of 1998. From the beginning, the school”
been and continues to be to offer students a challenging curriculum to ultimately prepare them for lifelong su
Burns faculty is structured to accommodate the academic needs of all students. The teaching staff is str
master teachers among faculty members. Under the leadership of Principal John Adams, the
faculty have continued to play an integral role in the continued success of Burns Middle School.

At Cranford Burns Middle School, the motto is to continue to “Blaze the Trail...and Build t
this composition.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCT, ?
The beginning sets the tone for the “trailblazers” to begin to blaze the tra i otesin measur& d three

should be played evenly and not rushed. Work on the open fifths vertical o} . The forte
piano on measure four may take a little practice and should not be conf is played with a
strong attack. The snare and bass drum should pay attention to the indicated™ On measures and six.

The trumpets at rehearsal number 7 introduce the main mel
someone is set to find paths through unexplored territory. M
called) is played precisely and in tune. The low D on the tr,
To ensure proper intonation when playing the note, usin
should be pulled out. In this section, the use of the

which should be pla tly and cheerful, as when
ure that the anacrusis ickup note, as it is usually
ays an intonation problem because it sounds sharp.
ch player sh(évestigate how far the third slide
is preval The"low brass and woodwinds should

play the open fifth intervals in tune focusing on clarity a h. At meas er 11, the flutes and clarinets join the
trumpets as the main theme is stated again. PY {

Starting at rehearsal number 15y the tra ounter une & situations. In this developmental section,
a variation of the main theme is presented a tofan ori@nority accompanies it. The trumpets at measure
19 restate the theme variation whi mic co nts become more decisive. At rehearsal number 23,
the main theme is reintroduce e a minor third h “Jhe use of the Picardy third on the last chord before

measure 31 gives the feeling o rt rest point but soon to continue again.

The section at rehearsa :
played steadily and not rus Ise. The second melodic theme is introduced at measure 33 by the
French horn, tro

At measures 45
s but,no owering. Work on rhythmic clarity and precision. The section starting with
Id be p infa slow martial style, very decisively and with much emphasis while building
ntil reaching mea 5

ers are facEE eir first challenge, but they regroup and continue. Both measures 45
d

fire, everyone star Il memories from the past while smiling at happy thoughts. But they continue to explore.
ginning at measure il measure 100, the entire section should be played with passion and should be flowing at all
es. Much expr eeded from the solo oboe and solo trumpet.

er63, twjlazers finally decide to relax and take a break. Feeling a bit nostalgic, and sitting around a
0

continue the ion as the D.S. al Coda takes us back to the main melodic theme. At the coda, the last three measures

are tov much faster as the trailblazers complete their mission.
| hope that this composition serves as an educational source for your ensemble and that the musical experience inspires

new “Trailblazers.”

ful atten@[5 mics, phrasing and balance is a must. After the much needed rest, the trailblazers are set to

Blaze the Trail! i . v
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