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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

be most helpful during the swing portion of this arrangement. | strongly suggest the students liste
of “Summertime.’ The demo track of this chart is available at alfred.com/downloads.

The chart opens with the theme stated in a traditional chorale style. The chorale will work best with a stri mp,
than too much of a rubato expression. However, a ritard just prior to the swing section help to prepare tthnts
for the new tempo in the swing section. With your direction, the students should inte ordingly in this choralejstyle.

Feel free to conduct here as for a symphonic band. If possible, try not to break the m a count—off.@easure 15,
the piano and guitar should listen carefully and play together with the winds d are criticaldn this chart,
therefore, direct the students to constantly listen to each other and strive for a co {

et’subdivision that is
inherent in this medium-slow swing tempo. The overall chara‘r ato over stac . Pay close attention to

the phrase markings which indicate where the initial tongued i e ase. The remaining notes
in the legato phrase are articulated with a slur and air sup cept is essenti&pture the looseness of the

the ela@ood and natural flow within the
swing style.

riment with some basic improvisation. After becoming
%arn the melody, then the notes in the chord
itten solos with rhythmic and melodic ideas of

The soloists have written-out solos but are ence
comfortable with the written solos, the next

progression. Encourage the soloists to begin b
their own.
Enjoy!

—Rich DeRosa

Richard
DeRosa

Richard DeRosa is the head of
the Jazz composition and arrang-
ing program at William Paterson
University (NJ). He also teaches
jazz arranging for orchestra at
The Juilliard School (NY) and is
currently an arranger for Wynton
Marsalis and the Lincoln Center
Jazz Orchestra. Other arrange-
ments have been recorded by
Gerry Mulligan, Mel Lewis and
Susannah McCorkle. Published
textbooks include Concepts for
Improvisation (1997) and Acoustic
and Midi Orchestration for the
Contemporary Composer (2007).
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