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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The Strayhorn/Ellington classic Satin Doll is a very important piece in today’s jazz repertoire and e
big band chart. This arrangement is written for a slightly smaller instrumentation consisting of 5 s
bones and 4 rhythm plus vocal. There are also optional parts for flute, horn in F, tuba and baritone

The introduction is similar to the original Ellington version but it is scored for the full ensemble insteac ust the pi@
Notice the first measure that is repeated up a half-step in measure 2. This is an opportunity to discuss the co n
device know as the “sequence.”

As with any vocal chart, always keep the ensemble dynamically beneath the vocalis

The crescendo in measures 23 and 24 should build up to a big “hit” going into mea
in measure 28 in the alto sax, trumpet 3 and trombone 1 parts that sho
overpowering the vocalist.

isam Qne that occurs
in tho&b e balance. Avoid
Measure 37 begins an eight-measure interlude that should ha? ringinﬁgamic level way down to

set up a very soft full ensemble statement at measure 45. Thig sect ould be played s possible, which will offer

ation to th

ill enjoy Iearn@‘ns great jazz standard.

The full ensemble and vocal hit at measure 68 sets u
flavor of the original key of the tune.

major. This will give the students a
It is my hope that even the youngest student

Q&

Enjoy!

—Terry White

Terry
White

Terry White is a retired music
educator having taught
instrumental music at all levels
from beginning band to college
jazz ensembles for over 34
years. He has been a composer,
performer and bandleader in the
Portland, Maine area. Terry has
written for many idioms including
the Portland Symphony Orchestra,
marching band, jazz ensemble
and concert band. His music has
been performed at the Mid West
clinic in Chicago, listed on the
NYSMA list and is a published
composer. Terry presently writes
and performs with the Portland
Jazz Orchestra and is an active
adjudicatorand festival conductor.

Visit: www.twhitemusic.com
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