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Optional Alternate Parts
C Flute
Tuba
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)

Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone (Optional)
Eb Baritone Saxophone (Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone (Optional)
3rd Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Pacific Attitude is an easy rock chart with a straight eighth note feel. It is critical to achieve this style or feel in the rhythm 
section; therefore, rehearsing the rhythm players separately from the horns would be very beneficial. A good balance within 
each section is the first step toward a tight-sounding band. It may seem to be a minor issue, but attacks and releases that 
are played together will make the band sound far more polished.

Although the chart will work at a slightly slower tempo, I would not recommend going any faster than the indicated tempo 
of 132 as this would produce a rushed feeling.

Strive for a clean section sound with all players in the ensemble adhering to the indicated articulations. Adding a well-
rehearsed and clean-sounding horn section to a tight rhythm section will produce great results.

The marcato or rooftop accent (^) indicates that the note should be play with a detached, hard accent (not a clipped staccato).

Dynamics are a relative and are often tempered by the attempt to achieve balance in and between the sections of the band. 
Our ear must be the final judge of just how loud forte is as well as every other dynamic on the spectrum. Each player must 
listen carefully to themselves, their section and the rest of the band. Pay attention to dynamic effects such as the sforzando, 
which begins on the last note of measure 29 and will add even more shading and color to the chart.

Although there are very specific chord changes indicated in the tenor sax solo at measure 49, it is actually easier for 
the player to hear and experiment with a written E minor (concert D minor) blues scale over this whole section. An 
inexperienced player can play a very effective solo by keeping to simple rhythms, though experimentation should always 
be encouraged. The aspiring improviser should be listening to and imitating great jazz artists as much as possible to learn 
style, concept and feel. I encourage all members (and the director) of the band to listen to jazz (especially big band jazz) as 
much as possible. 

Thank you for purchasing this chart. I hope you and your students enjoy it.

Kind regards.

 —Vince Gassi

Vince  
Gassi
Vince Gassi received his Bachelor 
of Music Education degree from 
the University of Western Ontario 
in London, Canada and attended 
the Dick Grove School of Music 
specializing in composition 
and arranging. Mr. Gassi has 
written for concert band, jazz 
ensemble, orchestra, woodwind 
and brass ensembles, and choral 
groups. Currently, Mr. Gassi 
teaches instrumental music, MIDI  
technology, composition and 
musical theatre at Mary Ward 
Catholic Secondary School in 
Toronto, Canada.
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