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About the composer

For more than forty years, Frank Erickson has devoted his career to music education and he
ranks as one of the profession's best-known and most influential composers and arrangers.
During his last year in high school he composed his first concert band number. Following four
years in the service during World War Il he began his writing career as a jazz arranger, and as
his interest in serious music grew he began studies in composition with Mario Castelnuovo-
Tedesco. He later entered the University of Southern California as a compositiondmajor “and
while a student began arranging half time shows for the USC marching band. By the timé he
received his masters degree from USC he had several published band numbers,,the first ‘of
which was Little Suite for Band During the 50's his career soared with the_publication of su¢h
perineal favorites as Balladair, Air for Band, Fantasy for Band and Tocg¢ala for Band. He has
over 500 publications including 250 original works for band and is active as ‘a eomposer and
guest oonquctor, both in the United States and abroad.

About the composition

The word “peace” has many connotations: “a state of tranquility or quiet, freedont from war and
harmony among neighbors”, and more personally, “freedom from disquieting) thoughts and
emotions”. This piece was written in an attempt to express ideas suchgsas\these. The form is
similar to the composer’s earlier Balladair (AABCAA) with a modulation leading to a final
extended statement of the opening melody, serving as a codetta.

Rehearsal suggestions

Although this number is basically/harmonic in style, contrasting lines appearing at the same
time suggest contrapuntal writing. | As.dn efample, at meastire 9 there is the main melody in the
ist trumpet and alto sax, a, counter-melody in highjywooedwinds, an inner moving line in the
hom, a bass line, as well ‘as \other instrumentsgon, simpler sustained harmony parts: it is of
course necessary for thefeonductonto be aware of ‘ali‘these elements.

It has been the coffpeser’s experiencedhat a_‘roughness” in sound comes about when even one
player in a section tongues ‘a note under, a slur too heavily. It has also been found that in
numbers in4this “ballad” style, another type of “roughness” occurs when sustained voices,
particularly half andwhole notes indthie lower parts do not change together rhythmically, on the
beat.

All dimuendos, crescendos,and the ritard, four measures from the end, are meant to be gradual,
nothing sudden! In the last two measures, the bass voice should be prominent.
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