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RICE AND BEANS

VICTOR LOPEZ

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

pattern. Depending on the skill of the bassist, consider slowing down the tempo a bit to ensure rh
metronome), then increase the tempo when the bass player is confident. This bass part pat i

and can play the intended groove in a relaxed manner.

In measures 5-52, the band should concentrate on the funky feel. For the ndudirect all four
parts to articulate consistently and play as one. At 33, the trombones ha hich is cue @tenor saxes if

needed. There is a clean break in measure 40.
erter son montuno is

uba. The tempo is m to medium-fast with either a
orporates a repeated, syncopated phrase on the piano,
po and the rhythmic break (measures 57-60),
Latin sty he bass rhythm pattern with beat 4 tied
lowly ith a g . When it is right, it will feel great; if not

pattern |s crit once the bassist has control of this pattern,

Measure 53 is where this chart switches from “Rice” to “Beans,” or funky to Latin, wh
introduced. The son montuno is one of the traditional rhythms
2 feel or a 4 feel, depending on the tempo. The montuno st
usually two measures in length. Once the pianist introduces
the montuno groove just keeps on going. Notice that
over the bar line. | suggest this rhythm be practi
correct, it will be a challenge to flnd the groo
then gradually speed up the tempo

The auxiliary Latin percussion instrume this chart are th* claves and shaker with optional maracas. Direct the
rhythm section to observe that at sure clave pa s 2-3. For an additional challenge if desired, at measures 73,

77 and 81, consider adding ough this se mata at measure 88 should be held out the equivalent of two
drumset player orthe director) can count aloud 1-2-3 in the proper tempo.

—Victor Lopez

Victor Lopez is a highly acclaimed educator, composer, arranger, and adjudicator. He holds music degrees from the University
of Florida and Florida International University, with an Ed.D. in Educational Administration and Supervision. He has served
as director of bands at the middle and senior high school levels and as an administrator in the Miami-Dade County Public
Schools. He has recorded and performed with various artists and has appeared in numerous music videos. He has over 450
compositions/arrangements published as an exclusive composer, arranger and clinician for Alfred Publishing Co.
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