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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The group Weather Report is easily one of my favorite bands of all time. Featuring amazing players, cool grooves an
compositions, this group took jazz and fusion to a level few others have ever achieved. Feather Report is a tribute
Joe Zawinul and Weather Report. In this composition you may hear several ideas that remind you of this iconic j
and its amazing keyboardist/composer.

Feather Report is written in a hip-hip shuffle funk feel. This means that eighth notes are playe
notes have a shuffle feel. A big difference for me between this style of a sixteenth note feel and o i ng is the
accents. In this chart, sixteenth note lines have more downbeat accents than a normal swing line wo
7, reinforce the significance of the articulation to the players. At measure 15, the tenors and bari should avoid a one;
instead, strive for a softer tone, and blend with the flugelhorn. Q

ally digina orkto help
actice ro a metro-

At measure 23, the chart immediately jumps into a higher energy and volume. Dru
create the energy. The bass part is quite busy, so direct the bassist to spend so
nome. This will help the bassist relax, play with confidence and maintain a good

Take a moment to have the band look over the meter changes at meas nding on the the band, consider
asking band members to clap and sing the rhythms prior to i onto lockin t th ic pulse. This section

is in unison; therefore, direct the players not to overplay and ma o] heavy;:

At measures 71-74, it is critical for the drummer to use thi§ Bri olo to bri [lume way down leading into
75. Each new line that enters starting at 75 should be heard. ti measures 79-91 is a lengthy and
gradual crescendo. In measures 91 and 92, the brass ith an ac t legato style, almost chorale-like.
From measure 99 to the end, th ever lets up ake sure the rhythm section digs in
even more and maintains the energy measure 1 he drummer kicks into the final gear
as the ending vamp appears, and a , th sa re very legato and soaring, as are the trum-
pets when they take over the me at 114. 122 should be 8va above the lead trumpet with a
smooth distortion effect (if. 2 Ie heard above th mbIe The guitarist should avoid characteristic guitar

trive to tch the style of the trumpets. The ending is big and will be quite

hasl enjoyed@g it! —Keris Berg

bends, scoops, slides and
convincing when the ba

| hope you enjoy this tune a

Kris
Berg

Kris Berg is active as a clinician/artist
forYamahaand is the director of jazz
studies program at Collin College,
Dallas, Texas. A superb arranger,
Kris's charts have sold thousands
world-wide. Kris received both his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in jazz studies from the University
of North Texas, where he directed
jazz ensembles and taught big
band arranging.
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