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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

that references the phrasing and swing-feel for this arrangement is Ella Fitzgerald’s 1956 version,
Rodgers and Hart Songbook.

If you can find the recording, | strongly suggest playing it and having the band learn the lyrics. Beginning at measu ,Q
saxophone section carries the tune where they can sing through their phrases rhythmigélly, but instead of sin ocal
syllables, they should sing the actual lyrics. Once the lyrical phrasing of the head is soli ove on to the other segtions
where hopefully the players can identify motifs from the original song as they chan eveloped. T espeaally
evident in the piano solo figures, which should be played as written, and the fi

at mea¢
The rhythmic figure of a grace note turn is used liberally in this arrang gain, have thegla s sing the phrase to
get the swing of it. If this ornament is too difficult for the young player lease feel fre& ore it and play the
swinging eighth note pattern alone.

Between measures 19 and 20, make a big deal of the effect. The s hould shimmer Qe muted trumpets and trills
and be extreme in the crescendo. Move the sound! If Harmo t availabl stitute straight mutes, cup mutes, .
or playing into the stand. The drum solo in measures 27228 is omage to theflyrics heart cannot stand still. Just hear Lisa .
it beat”). Have fun with the effect. At all other times, the uld keep a t and light” swing pattern—nothing DeSpam
too bombastic—until the final shout section. Copnsidle i n the hi-hat and snare, saving the toms for the effect and . A -
i ) i ] Lisa DeSpain is the recipient of
the shout section at the end. Brushes are also ( At 41, there is g—and-response between the piano soloist and -
) o . numerous composition awards,
the saxophone section. Again, sing throu and forth exc ntil it is smooth. . .
including an Aaron Copland
When you finally reach the shout secti i @measure 80, the original tune is abandoned for a swing- Fellowship and the ASCAP/IAJE
ing big band instrumental s@ hould still maint eir“singing” quality. There is a brief return to the original Commission  Honoring  Duke
bridge material, but thefial A sé band over the lyrics. Be sure to practice the rhythmic extension Ellington. She studied jazz piano
of the last four measure . under Elaine Elias and Ellis Marsalis
and jazz composition with Manny
Enjoy! —Lisa DeSpain Album. Ms. DeSpain’s music has

been heralded by the New York
Times as “intoxicating” and
“intelligent and witty.”
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