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instrumentation

Conductor
1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
1st Bb Tenor Saxophone
2nd Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone 

(Optional)
1st Bb Trumpet
2nd Bb Trumpet
3rd Bb Trumpet
4th Bb Trumpet (Optional)

1st Trombone
2nd Trombone
3rd Trombone (Optional)
4th Trombone (Optional)
Guitar Chords
Guitar (Optional)
Piano
Bass
Drums

Optional Alternate Parts
C Flute
Tuba
Horn in F  

(Doubles 1st Trombone)
1st Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone  

(Doubles 1st Trombone)
2nd Baritone T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone  

(Doubles 2nd Trombone)
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

“Mind Your P’s and Q’s” has a half-time funk feel groove with a slight swing feel on the eighth notes. The drummer may wish to practice 
the written drum part very slowly for co-ordination. Then, once the basic funk feel is established and brought up to tempo, the drummer 
can play any similar funk feel as long as it doesn’t become too busy or cluttered.

The focus should always be on the melodic lines. During the tenor sax solo in measures 51–66, the rhythm section must support the 
soloist and provide a constant tempo without slowing down the tempo. The energy and drive should be maintained with confidence and 
authority, especially when playing softer dynamic levels. There are independent lines throughout, so remind students to play their parts 
with confidence.

Students may benefit from understanding the difference between a staccato marking (. ) and a “rooftop” accent (^). The rooftop accent 
is played heavier than the staccato; think “daht.”

The terms balance and blend may be clarified by explaining that blend refers to “within a section” (i.e. all trumpets are heard equally),  
and balance refers to “across the sections” (i.e. the trumpet section balancing the volume with the trombone section equally). Care  
should be taken in measures 67–82 that students carefully listen to the total sound of the ensemble and that each contrapuntal line is 
blended and balanced. Also, students may be reminded to bring out their moving part and to back off a more stationary part throughout 
the entire arrangement.

Above all, players should be focused on what they are hearing, rather than on what they are doing. Hopefully, after the performance,  
they will know how they sounded rather than having to ask “How did we do?” Performances should be enjoyed by the players as well as 
the audience!

Have fun!

� —Mike Smukal
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C�Flute

1st�EÑ�Alto�Saxophone

2nd�EÑ�Alto�Saxophone

1st�BÑ�Tenor�Saxophone

2nd�BÑ�Tenor�Saxophone

EÑ�Baritone�Saxophone
(Optional)

1st�BÑ�Trumpet

2nd�BÑ�Trumpet

3rd�BÑ�Trumpet

4th�BÑ�Trumpet
(Optional)

1st�Trombone

2nd�Trombone

3rd�Trombone

(Optional)

4th�Trombone

(Optional)

Guitar
(Optional)

Bass

Drums

Piano
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∑
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œ œ̂ >̇

œ œ̂ >̇
|
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w
w
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w
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w
w
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∑
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Kœ œ̂ Œ

œ-
ƒ
œ. œ. œ œ>
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ƒ
œ. œ. œ œ>

œkƒ
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œ. œ. œ œ>

œ-
ƒ
œ. œ. œ œ>

œ-
ƒ
œ. œ. œ œ>

œ-
ƒ
œ. œ. œ œ>
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Kœ œ̂ Œ

Ó .Û>
ƒ ÔÛ

>F 9sus4
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Kœ>
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>
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∑
∑
∑
∑

œ œ̂ >̇
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∑

|
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w
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‰ Ôœ œ
œ œ œ œ œ>

‰ Kœ œ œ œ œ œ œ>

‰ Kœ
ƒ
œ œ œ œ œ œ>

‰ Kœƒ
œ œ œ œ œ œ>

‰ Kœƒ
œ œ œ œ œ œ>

.œ>
Kœ œ̂ Œ

w

w

w
w
w

w
w

.œ>
Kœ œ̂ Œ

Ó .Û> ÔÛ
>F 9sus4

Ó ..œœ>
Kœœ>

F 9sus4

Ó .œ> Ôœ>

.œ>
Kœ œ̂ Œ
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Tpt.�1
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Tpt.�3

Tpt.�4

Tbn.�1

Tbn.�2

Tbn.�3

Tbn.�4

Gtr.
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Drums
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∑

|
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œ- œ. œ. œ œ>

.>̇ Œ

.>̇ Œ

.>̇ Œ
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Kœ œ̂ Œ

œ- œ. œ. œ œ>

œ- œ. œ. œ œ>
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œk œ. œ. œ œ>
œ- œ. œ. œ œ>

œ- œ. œ. œ œ>

œ- œ. œ. œ œ>

.œ>
Kœ œ̂ Œ

Ó .Û> ÔÛ
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Kœ>
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œ œ̂ œ̂ ‰ Ôœ>

œ œ̂ œ̂ ‰ Ôœ>

Œ œ̂ œ̂ ‰ Ôœ>

Œ œ̂ œ̂ ‰ Ôœ>

Œ œ̂ œ̂ ‰ Kœ>

>̇ œ
^ ‰ Kœ>

.˙ ‰ Ôœ
>

.˙ ‰ Kœ>

.˙ ‰ Kœ>

.˙ ‰ Kœ>

.˙ ‰ Ôœ>

.˙ ‰ Ôœ>

.˙ ‰ Ôœ>

>̇ œ
^ ‰ Ôœ>

Œ Û̂ Û̂ ‰ ÔÛ
>F 7sus4 F 7

Œ œœ
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^ ‰ Kœ>

F 7sus4 F 7

Œ œ̂ œ̂ ‰ Ôœœ
>

>̇ œ
^ ‰ Kœ>
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œ œ̂ Ôœn .œ#>

œ œ̂ Ôœ .œ
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œ œ̂ Ôœ# .œ>

œ œ̂ Ôœb .œn>

œ œ̂ Kœb .œn>
œ œ
^ Kœ .œ>

œ œ̂ Ôœ .œ
>

œ œ̂ Ôœn .œ>

œ œ̂ Ôœb .œn>

œ œ̂ Ôœb .œn>

Û Û̂ ÔÛ .Û>Fsus4 E 7 F 7
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^ Kœœ# ..œœ>
Fsus4 E 7 F 7

œœ œ̂ Ôœn .œ>

œ œ
^ Kœb .œn>
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Œ
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^
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