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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

“Dreamsville” is a beautiful ballad originally composed by Henry Mancini for the TV series Peter Gunn, which aired from 1958 
to 1961. This arrangement features tenor sax for most of the chart.

This is a great opportunity for your young musicians to work on balance and phrasing. The melody, whether being played 
by the soloist or by another section, should never be over-powered by the accompaniment which should always compli-
ment the main statement.

Except for the introduction (measures 2–4) and ending (measures 53–55), the concept is a straight (even) eighth-note feel, 
not a swing feel. These areas are notated on the score.

The rhythm section should establish the basic feel and must also support the melody, especially when there are no wind or 
brass instruments playing as at measure 6. At measure 49, all instruments crescendo to a cut on beat 3 to let the tenor sax 
carry on with the melody on beat 4.

The drummer is instructed to use mallets on the cymbal rolls and brushes when playing “time.” There is even an optional 
cymbal scrape in measure 6. The fill in the last two measures occurs while the rest of the band is paused on the final chord. 
This fill should not upstage but, rather, compliment the solo tenor saxophone, who is also playing a fill.

Strive toward a unity of style and smoothness of sound to achieve a lush, romantic feel, which is characteristic of this style. 
Learning the lyrics to this song is essential for understanding the intent of the composer. 

In general, students should listen as much as possible to all styles of music and, more specifically, jazz. Listening to other 
ballads and arrangements of this tune including the original would be an immense help. As with the acquisition of any new 
language, constant listening and emulation are a must. I hope you enjoy working on and performing this arrangement.

� –Vince Gassi
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