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Program Notes

Stephen Foster’s (1826–1864) contributions as a composer are far reaching. 
“Camptown Races,” “Oh! Susanna,” and “Old Folks at Home” are some of his many 
pieces that have helped define the American music vernacular. Stephen Foster was 
unique because he made his living as a professional composer—something that was 
unusual in his day. Slumber, My Darling is a lullaby and was composed in 1862; just 
two years prior to the composer’s death. This arrangement captures the Americana 
flavor with hints of Aaron Copland, Charles Ives and jazz harmonies.

A DIVIS ION OF

Slumber, My Darling
Stephen Foster

Arranged by Matt Turner

Grade Level: 3

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.

Notes to the Conductor

Transparency is key to performing this piece. A lullaby, it should be gently executed 
but still showcase the lush harmonies provided. Dynamics should be greatly 
exaggerated, especially in measures 25–31. The upper strings should “feather” this 
passage so that the cello section may take over the melody. Moving lines should be 
brought out throughout. A hint of rubato may be applied to the violin solo, while the 
accompanying parts’ pulse remains constant.
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CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 3:30
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