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Notes to the Conductor

The six Handel sonatas for solo violin are an important 
cornerstone of the violin repertoire in spite of the doubtful 
authenticity of Sonatas 2, 3, 5 and 6. Prague-born 
violinist and composer Hans Sitt (1850–1922) edited 
the first practical editions of the sonatas by adapting 
the figured bass into inventive, fully developed piano 
accompaniments. His edition popularized these pieces 
which contemporary audiences believed to be created 
in a grand style some regard as “Handelian,” a tendency 
which continues into the present—the preference of 
early music advocates for “authentic” performance not 
withstanding. Sitt’s full-flavored accompaniment lends 
itself admirably to this arrangement for string chamber 
orchestra, almost as if the piano accompaniment itself 
is an orchestral reduction. The hauntingly beautiful 
melody and lush voicing of the Adagio followed by 
crisp polyphony in the Allegro unite to form a welcome 
addition to the string orchestra repertoire.

T h e  H i g h l a n d / E t l i n g  S t r i n g  O r c h e s t r a  S e r i e s

Grade Level: 4

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-
speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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