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n carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow
many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers.

s includes frequent bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered
. The Green Intermediate series includes appropriately placed bowings for
Flngerlngs and positions are marked for notes beyond first position. The Blue

des bowings appropriate for the experienced high school player. Fingerings and
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osntlon ing§ are indicated for difficult passages.
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The prevailing rhythmic feeling of the “Variations” is a smooth two-beat. For safety, it might be best
to begin the piece conducting in 4. Switching into 2 will assist the performers in the feeling of the
phrases and the horizontal motion of the work. Broad strokes in 4 might be utilized successfully at
heavier sections, like 113. The charm of this work lies in the excellent construction and contrast
in style and color. Students have always enjoyed playing it, because everyone gets the mel
some point and there are joyous solo passages for the upper woodwinds. | heard of one t
who sponsored a “funny” poetry contest for the melody of the first 12 measures. The@pki
small, but the poems showed creativity previously unknown and probably helpe
phrasing more easily.

The original version of Variations on a Theme by Handel was published by
[958. This makes it highly likely that | played the premiere proofs, under m
in high school at Glens Falls (NY). The work continues to be among th
in their graded selections. Maurice C. Whitney (1909-1984) co e
for school and church use. He directed the music depart
1966, was named “Teacher of the Year” in New York State z torate
from Elmira College. My sister Dale and | each chose Ithaca school
note from

John Whitney, Music Director
Southern Tier Symphony
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