
INSTRUMENTATION

BEGINNING STRING ORCHESTRA

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st	Violin
	 8	 2nd	Violin
	 5	 3rd	Violin	(Viola	T.C.)
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String	Bass
	 1	 Piano	Accompaniment
	 1	 Drumset

Grade	Level:	1½

NOTE fROM ThE EdITOR
All	Belwin	string	parts	have	been	carefully	bowed	and	fingered	appropriately	by	level.	The	Yellow	
Very	Beginning	series	includes	many	bowings	as	well	as	reminder	fingerings	for	first-time	readers.	
The	Red	Beginning	series	includes	frequent	bowings	to	assist	younger	players.	Fingerings	for	altered	
pitches	are	often	marked.	The	Green	Intermediate	series	includes	appropriately	placed	bowings	for	
middle-level	students.	Fingerings	and	positions	are	marked	for	notes	beyond	first	position.	The	Blue	
Concert	series	includes	bowings	appropriate	for	the	experienced	high	school	player.	Fingerings	and	
position	markings	are	indicated	for	difficult	passages.	

Bob Phillips 
Belwin/Pop	String	Editor

bought me a fiddle
(a.k.a. Bought Me a Cat)

TRADITIonAL	
Arranged	by	kEVIn	mIxon	(ASCAP)

Please note:	our	band	and	orchestra	music	is	now	being	collated	by	an	automatic	high-speed	system.	The	enclosed	parts	are	now	sorted	by	page	count,	rather	than	score	order.	
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PROgRAM NOTES
Introduced	to	art	music	audiences	with	its	setting	in	Aaron	Copland’s	“American	Songs”	(Set	1),	this	
“add-on”	song	has	been	a	favorite	among	children	for	many	generations.	Copland’s	words	are	the	
most	well	known,	but	as	with	many	folk	songs,	this	one	has	many	versions,	some	with	syllables	and	
notes	added	to	the	melody.	The	following	lyrics	are	simply	meant	to	be	examples:

“Bought	me	A	Cat”
(also:	“Fiddle-i-Fee”)

I	bought	me	a	cat,	the	cat	pleased	me.
I	fed	my	cat	under	yonder	tree.

Cat	said	fiddle-i-fee.

I	bought	me	a	chicken,	the	chicken	pleased	me.
I	fed	my	chicken	under	yonder	tree.

Chicken	said	chee-mi-chack,	chee-mi-chack.
Cat	said	fiddle-i-fee.

The	song	continues	by	“adding	on”	other	characters	such	as:
Duck	(Quack!	Quack!)
Goose	(Honk!	Honk!)
Pony	(Trot-a-trot,	Trot-a-trot)
Wife	(Henry!	Henry!)	(Copland’s	version:	Honey!	Honey!)

most	versions	begin	and	end	with	the	cat,	but	one	ends	unpredictably	with	a	turkey,	and	as	the	
singer	cries	“Gobble-gobble-gobble,”	he	or	she	chases	after	surprised	but	delighted	listeners!

NOTES TO ThE CONdUCTOR
Be	sure	to	observe	the	accents	and	dynamics	indicated	to	help	bring	out	the	humor	in	the	piece.	
Also	note	that,	though	measures	62	through	80	should	be	played	softly	(and	legato	if	your	students	
are	able),	the	lively	tempo	remains	consistent.	Have	fun	with	your	preparation	and	performance!
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(Violin III)

String Bass

Piano
Accompaniment

I
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Drumset

Closed High-Hat Side Stick on Snare Drum

Bass Drum

Lively, with humor!  (Œ = 140-160)

Lively, with humor!  (Œ = 140-160)
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Traditional American Folk Song 
Arranged by Kevin Mixon (ASCAP)

Bought Me A Fiddle
(a.k.a Bought Me A Cat)
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a division of ALFRED PUBLISHING CO., INC.

All Rights Reserved including Public Performance

CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 1:30
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