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PROGRAM NOTES

Introduced to art music audiences with its setting in Aaron Copland’s “American Songs” (Set 1), this
“add-on” song has been a favorite among children for many generations. Copland’s words are the
most well known, but as with many folk songs, this one has many versions, some with syllables and
notes added to the melody. The following lyrics are simply meant to be examples:

“Bought Me A Cat”
(also: “Fiddle-i-Fee”)

| bought me a cat, the cat pleased me.
| fed my cat under yonder tree.
Cat said fiddle-i-fee.

| bought me a chicken, the chicken pleased me.
| fed my chicken under yonder,
Chicken said chee-mi-chack, che
Cat said fiddle-i-fee.

The song continues by “adding on” other characters such as:
Duck (Quack! Quack!)

Goose (Honk! Honk!)

Pony (Trot-a-trot, Trot-a-trot)

Wife (Henry! Henry!) (Copland’s version: Ho

Most versions begin and end with the cat,
singer cries “Gobble-gobble-gobbl

ends un bly with a turkey, and as the
he chases a M\ rlsed but delighted listeners!

UCTOR

o help bring out the humor in the piece.
uId be played softly (and legato if your students
ve fun with your preparation and performance!

Be sure to observe the

cent dynamlcs indi
Also note that, though ures




CONDUCTOR SCORE

Duration - 1:30

Lively, with humor! (J = 140-160)

Bought Me A Fiddle ’

.k.a Bought Me A Cat
(aka Bought Me A Can Traditional American Folk Song

Arranged by Kevin Mixon (ASCAP)
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Spirited!
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