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MATTHEW TOMMASINI

Matthew Tommasini is a nationally recognized composer of expressive

and engaging music drawing from many different influences. He has been
commissioned by the New York Youth Symphony, the Milwaukee Ballet,
ASCAP/SCI, and the Detroit Chamber Winds and Strings. Awards for his work
include the Charles Ives Scholarship from the American Academy of Arts and
Letters, first prize in the ASCAP/SCI Commission Competition, and a grant

from the ASCAP Foundation’s Leonard Bernstein Fund. His work Songs Lost and
Forgotten was premiered at the 2006 American Composers Orchestra’s Underwood
New Music Reading Sessions and his work 7/ree Spanish Songs was awarded the
2006 ASCAP/CBDNA Frederick Fennell Prize. In addition, he has been named
composer-in-residence for the 2008-9 season of the Chicago-based chamber music
series Music in the Loft. Mr. Tommasini received his BA degree in composition from
UCLA, studying with Paul Chihara and Ian Krouse. He received his MA and DMA
degrees from the University of Michigan, where he studied with William Bolcom,
Michael Daugherty, Bright Sheng, Leslie Bassett, and Evan Chambers.

DONALD HUNSBERGER

Donald Hunsberger is Conductor Emeritus of the Eastman Wind Ensemble,

School of Music, where he served for many years as Chair of
and Ensembles Department.

numerous new works for the wind band, providi
contemporary performance techniqu demo
recordings on Sony Classics, CBS Maste

were nominated for a Grammy Awa
Orchestra. His most recent ject with th 1s ree-CD
set (the Eastman Wind Ensem celebrating
its 50th anniversary. Undes his di the EWE perfornted on six tours
990 and 2000 an throughout Japan

e Kambara A? nd the U.S. State

forming over 100 igre performances, Hunsberger had been involved in writing projects, including the
ble and [%ﬂo arner Bros. Pub.), The Art of Conducting (with Roy Ernst, Random House), 7%e

and Southeast Asia
Department.

up StudieseAccura Music) and numerous articles published in educational journals. He is well known and

d for his innovativ techniques for varying instrumentations of the contemporary wind band with numerous
ations. His researc @e history and development of scoring for wind bands in America has led to numerous articles in
prks, a journal fi d conductors, performers and composers.

He has been the @en of numerous awards for research (Homespun America: the National Association for State and Local
Historian eda (The Eastman Alumni Teaching Award, The Herbert Eisenhart Award; Wiley Housewright Fellow, Florida
State UniWnd performance (the Crystal Award from the Asahi Broadcasting Company, Osaka, Japan; the Ehud Eziel
Award, Jerusalém, Israel).

He is a past president of the College Band Directors National Association and has served as a member of the boards of CBDNA,
the World Association of Symphonic Bands and Ensembles, and the Conductor’s Guild. He currently serves as President of the
Board of the Society for Chamber Music in Rochester.

In the orchestral world he has created and conducted performances of orchestral accompaniments to over 18 silent films with
fifty orchestras including the National, San Francisco, Houston, Vancouver, Utah, Virginia, San Diego, Syracuse and North
Carolina Symphony Orchestras, and the Rochester, Buffalo and Calgary Philharmonic Orchestras among others.



PROGRAM NOTE

"This cycle is a setting of three contrasting poems by Latin-American poets Leopoldo Lugones, Rubén Dario, and José Marti.
Olas grises uses evocative rain and sea imagery to meditate on the nature of life and death. Set as a lyrical, quasi-strophic song,
these images are portrayed through the opening percussion rain drop motive and the moaning vocal line used throughout the
movement. Nocturno is a frantic soliloquy set as an extended opera scene. The piano and percussion accompany the soprano
in the opening recitative which is followed by a surreal aria accompanied by the rest of the ensemble. This is followed by a
re-statement of both sections. Sueiio despierto is a short poem about the contrasting images of a waking dream. Based on a
fragment of the lullaby Nanita nana, heard in its entirety at the opening, the song is a set of three variations, followed by a
coda, which portray these various images.

Commissioned by Michael Haithcock and the University of Michigan Symphony Band.

Premiered December 9, 2005 at Hill Auditorium, Ann Arbor by soprano Caroline Helton and memb the

Band, conducted by Michael Haithcock.
Winner of the 2006 ASCAP/CBDNA Frederick Fennell Prize.

TEXTS AND TRANSLATIO

1. Olas grises
Llueve en el mar con un murmullo lento.
La brisa gime tanto que da pena.
El dia es largo y triste. El elemento
duerme el suefio pesado de la arena.

ith a € murmur.
it fills one with s .
ad. The rain @

e sand.

t&ld
(0}

ne understands
such is life.

Llueve. La lluvia ldnguida trasciende

su olor de flor helada y desabrida.

El dia es largo y triste. Uno comprende
que la muerte es asi..., que asi es la vida.

The day is long an
that such is death...,

The rain cong The day is sad and long.

In the gra d@ one is lost.
It rains.@et, one hopes
the r ver stop.
NN

\ —trans. Lucette Tommasini

Qcturne
ilence of the night, a sad nocturnal

silence...Why does the soul tremble so?
I hear the whirring of my blood,
a soft storm passes through my head.
Insomnia! Unable to sleep and yet able
to dream. I am the auto-specimen
of spiritual dissection, the auto-Hamlet!
To dilute my sadness
in the night’s wine,
in the wonderful crystal of the dark...
And say to myself: when will the day break?
A door has closed...
A stranger has walked past...
lal... The clock strikes three...If only it were Shel...
. Suefio despiertos

—Rubén Dario
0 3.
Yo suefo con los m

biertos, y i
Y noche si@ suehno.
Y sa@bre las mas
DeWar revuelto,
Y por entre las crepas

Arenas del desierto,

Y del ledn pujante,
Monarca de mi pecho,
Montado alegremente
Sobre el sumiso cuello,—

Sigue lloviendo. El dia es triste y largo.
En el remoto gris se abisma el ser.
Llueve... Y uno quisiera, sin embargo,
que no acabara nunca de llover.

—Leopoldo
Silencio de la noche, doloroso silen

2. Nocturno
nocturno...{Por qué el alma tiembla d anera?

ilnsomnio! No poder d
sonar. Ser la auto-pieza
de diseccion espiri

—trans. Lucette Tommasini

I Dream Awake

I dream with open eyes,
Both night and day

I always dream.

And on the ocean spray
Of the wide tempestuous sea,
And between the swirling
Desert sands,

And joyously astride

The humbled neck

Of a mighty lion,
Monarch of my heart,—

iUn nino que me llama
Flotando siempre veo!

—José Marti

I always see a floating child
Calling to me!

—trans. Lucette Tommasini

“All original Spanish texts are in public domain. Translations have been used with permission of the author.
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Commissioned by Michael Haithcock and the University of Michigan Symphony Band
for Caroline Helton and Michael Haithcock

Three Spanish Songs

for soprano and chamber wind ensemble
Transposed Score
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Conductor Score - 68
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