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PROGRAM NOTES

The well-loved poem “’Twas the Night Before Christmas” is given a new treatment
with this tongue-in-cheek arrangement for narrator with musical examples. The poem,
read by the narrator, is given in a line-by-line manner which is then answered b
band with a short musical phrase, further identifying the meaning or back do
poem. It’s all in good fun and is another view of this memorable poem.

Clement Clarke Moore (|779—|863) wrote the poem called “A Visit fro

NOTES TO THE COND

Provided in this publication is a Narrator’s script with indica of w er@use for
the musical interludes. It is suggested that thegNarrator be a promi person of the
community, the Principal of the school, a faverite teacher, Presiden the Board of
Education, etc. The Narrator should be i to recite in asclear, concise manner,
and should wait after the music eac hopefully é is a reaction from
the audience.

The musical examples after
the last word of th t cue.

Each of the music mpI
Markings of volume a

red to ing rehearsal and performance.
e adju eet the needs of your ensemble.

e should starovvﬁ\ one or two seconds after
is vital to g& tinuity of the performance.
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A short explana
important, of cou
neither fun

medy dy is a planned event. Timing is

an e ap ould be serious. A flippant approach is
tive. The @ffect is in direct ratio to the effectiveness of
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Poem by Clement Clarke Moore
Arranged by Jack Bullock (ASCAP)

performance recording!

alfred.com/downloads

’Twas the Night Before Christmas
For Narrator and Concert Band
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Narrator: 1. "Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house,

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,

~

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

(Narration starts)
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Narrator: 2. The children were nestled all snug in their beds,

b/

While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads.
~
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Had just settled down for a long winter's nap.
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Narrator: 3. And mama in her 'kerchief, and I in my cap,

£

rit.
Lit.

) €]

ok ok
-

Ll

he

to o ® bo o o
be

apbeps

]l il o

o o o Yo o o

y 2

D

o £hess

T‘t - !. v . -

£

.
mf’

) S
mf
mf

“Dance of the Sugar-Plum Fairy”
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“Dance of the Sugar-Plum Fairy”
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Narrator: 4. When out on the lawn there arose such a datter,

Moderately slow . =96

I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.

“Rock-a-bye Baby”
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Narrator: 6. The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow

Narrator: threw up the sash.

Fast J = 132

Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below,
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11

7. When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,
~
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8. With alittle old driver, so lively and quick,

Narrator:

I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.

Moderately J.=96

“First Call”
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Fast J =132
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March style ..£120

“Hail, Hail the Gang’s All Here”
“Hail, Hail the Gang’s All Here”
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9. More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,
On, Comet! On Cup

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name
"Now, Dasher! Now, Dancer! Now, Prancer and Vixen!
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Now dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!"
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Narrator: 10. To the top of the porch! To the top of the wall!
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11. As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky.
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Narrator: 12. And then, in a twinkling, | heard on the roof

rit.

“William Tell Overture”

Fast J =120

The prancing and pawing of each |

ttle hoof.
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14. He was dressed all in fur,
from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished
with ashes and soot.
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15. A bundle of toys he had flung on his back,

Narrator:
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Narrator: 16. His eyes -- how they twinkled! His dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
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Narrator: 17. The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth, Narrator: 18. He had a broad face and a little round belly,

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath. pioesmoke Tt shook, when he laughed like a bowlful of jelly. Bell
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Narrator: 19. He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,

te of myself!

im, in spi

And I laughed when I saw h

Moderately J = 112

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,

“For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow”
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Narrator: 20. He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,

And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk.

Fast J =132

And laying his finger aside of his nose,
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